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Many of us take for granted a way of life that simply doesn’t exist in numerous parts of the world.  Electricity, indoor plumbing, grocery stores, air conditioning, central heating – to name a few items – are almost unknown, or do not exist in many areas of this earth.  Efforts continue to be made, for example, to provide a central place where clean water can be collected in jars in Haiti.  Otherwise the residents have to walk miles to collect what is often polluted water.


An amusing scene in the movie, Crocodile Dundee, might help us.  When Dundee accepts an invitation to visit America, he is given a spacious hotel room.  While investigating the room, he notices that there are what appear to be two toilets in the bathroom.  He is stumped, however, why one flushes while the other sprays water… until it finally dawns on him that one is a toilet and that the other is for cleaning (a bidet).
Many of us have been instructed that God is non-relational.  God, we are unwittingly instructed, is much like the Greek god, Zeus.  Like Zeus, God is a tyrant who makes arbitrary decisions because he can.  His only connection to mortals is his desire to be adored and served by them.  There is no love.  There is no relationship.  Rather, a master-servant system is established in which mortals must pay tribute to Zeus, but are never assured that Zeus is for them.

Unfortunately, it is this image that we have come to primarily use for God.  That doesn’t make us bad people; nor is the instruction that we received completely bad.  Both us and the instruction that we received are, however, incomplete.  The difficulty happens because we don’t know that we and the instruction that we have received are incomplete.

Fr. Tom O’Neill stopped by the office a few weeks ago and we got talking about the outdated rail systems in some major cities.  The railroads and the local communities are willing to accept the cost of updating because they see and know that the system is incomplete.  The federal government resists permitting the updating because all is thought to be complete.  It might be a poor example, but the sticking point is our inability to see because we are convinced that we are complete.

God being relational (we call this Trinity) has little or no effect on most people.  Why? Because we simply accept that we and our instructions are complete.  The relational God (Trinity) can only affect us when we are open.  Living as though we are complete closes us and prevents community and relationships.  We are closed because we feel sure that our convictions concerning God are correct, and our image of God remains unchanged.  The result is that we continue to live in fear of God (as Greeks did of Zeus) instead of in love of the God who Jesus reveals as Someone who is for us and loves us first.
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