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An elderly man is taking his usual evening walk.  He is enjoying the crisp night air and the wind blowing gently.  Suddenly he hears a voice crying out, ‘Help me! Help me!’
The man looks around and sees no one, and so he continues his walk.  Again he hears a tiny voice, ‘Help me, help me!’
This time he looks down and he sees a small frog.  He gently lifts the frog and looks at it intently. The frog says, ‘I am really a 
very beautiful princess.  If you will kiss me, I will turn back into a princess and I will hug you and kiss you and love you forever.’
The man thinks for a moment, places the frog in his top pocket, and continues his walk.  The little frog gazes up out of the pocket and asks, ‘Why don't you kiss me?’
The man looks at the frog and replies, ‘Frankly, at this stage of my life, I'd rather have a talking frog.’
Many of us do and say something similar to God: we place God in our pocket and persist in our preferences.

Jesus says to his disciples in today’s Gospel from John: ‘I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.’  Our preference is to know everything now.  We think and feel that we can get what we want if we have the necessary knowledge.  (This approach, after all, is the one that we use when attaining our egoic goals in our culture and society.)  We resist, sometimes refuse, and often ignore God’s invitation that we see in a disagreeable and sometimes hurtful situation God even when it means that we will receive for all eternity hugs, kisses and love in return.

The way in which God relates with us is counter-intuitive…it doesn’t make intelligible sense.  It is a way of relating that isn’t based on what God can get out of it.  (We have nothing that God needs.)  Rather, God’s way of relating comes forth unsummoned by us, uncaused by us, unearned by us.  God’s way of relating is caused by who God is: love.  The Godhead, then, is three persons who naturally serve/love each other.  It is a way of relating that has no beginning and no end.  It is.

We receive glimpses of this way of relating reflected in the way that Jesus relates with people.  He serves, without exception, to the poor and the lame, the rich and the powerful, the religious and the irreverent, to church goers and non-church goers, to Jews, Greeks, and Romans.  Jesus spontaneously serves God in them.  Jesus excludes no one because no one can be excluded. God dwells in all people.  This, he says, is the meaning of community: spontaneously relating with each other because God dwells in us all.  Or as Saint Paul declares: ‘We are the Body of Christ.’
The Trinity, then, is community: a spontaneous relating in love.  When something is spontaneous, it is also fluid.  The difficulty that we often face is that something that is fluid is hard to distinguish… something that our EGOs resist. The Godhead, someone once said, is like a running stream.  The water is spontaneous and has nothing that distinguishes one drop of water from another drop of water… it is all water: different and united at the same time.  As God is, so are we… because God dwells with us.
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