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Elie Wiesel, in his book, Night, tells of a day when he and others are being herded to undertake their assigned labor.  They are in a Nazi concentration camp, and as they walk they must pass where several people have recently been hanged.  One of the prisoners walking near Wiesel is heard to ask, ‘Where is God who allows this to happen?’
Wiesel quietly answers, ‘God is there, with each of them.’
God suffers with us.  This might not be comforting to us when we want or possibly demand that God do something, do anything, to change what is happening to us.  Our starting position is most often doing, taking charge, struggling to control, or seeking power.  This leads us to fantasize that we are invincible.  It also emphasizes individual freedoms that negate the welfare of other people and all of creation.
Part of our reasoning – regrettably – comes from the image of God that is passed onto us.  We have been taught, and continue to be taught, that God is complete in God’s self.  This image leads to the doctrine that God cannot suffer because God is completely separate from us.  God (being self-sufficient) controls what happens in the world and without any connection with us, arbitrarily and indifferently determines that some will suffer and some will not suffer.  God is not love.  God is arbitrary indifference and manipulation.
This is a very different image of God than Jesus the Christ offers us.  The image that Jesus has, leads him to be inclusive rather than exclusive; leads him to create community rather than self-sufficiency.  He reaches out to the sick, the lonely, the poor, and the sinner and suffers with them.  He, in this way, brings a healing presence those who are suffering, touching them, feeding them, crying with them, and living with them.

His message is simply, ‘God isn’t distant and separate from us.  God is with us.  God is for us.  God gives us an advocate who believes in us, and speaks on our behalf.  God is so connected with us that God suffers with us.’  Jesus, then, reveals God as one who relates with us, and not as one who is self-sufficient in God’s self.  His experience of God-for-us frees him to accept and teach that we are powerless to change.  This the starting point of every true spiritual journey, including Alcoholics Anonymous.  It is the way by which we are opened to experience the love of the One who can help us experience transformation happening to us.  He says, in his words and in the way that he lives, that we are in union with each other.  We are created by God to be relational and community is the environment that allows us to breathe.
Jesus, in this way, reveals who God is.  God is relational.  God is community.  God creates us in God’s own image and likeness. And because God is relational, God relates with us.
This image of God isn’t always comforting or acceptable.  Our egos, who must compete and compare, must judge and condemn, must achieve and succeed, in order to live can’t accept feeling powerless, feeling sinful, feeling imperfect, or feeling out of control.  It is for that very reason that the starting point of any true spirituality is admitting to ourselves and declaring to others, that we are powerless to change, we are sinful when we try to be self-sufficient, we are imperfect and make mistakes, and we are sometimes out of control.  Jesus (and others) intuited that we can’t make this admission alone and by ourselves.  We need community – human and divine.  We need one other human person who is with us, who is for us, who believes in us, who loves us and suffers with us.
The doctrine of the Trinity tells us that God is always with us.  We need an experience of one other human person loving us, for us to be open to accept God relating with us in love.
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