Transfiguration (A)




08/06/2017
     He spends the first years of his life being trained, often bullied, into a way of life that his father lives.  When he comes of age he is expected to volunteer to fight for his city.  He is not a good soldier and he is soon captured and put into prison.  It is here in prison, some say, that his life begins to change.

     Arrangements are eventually made for his release.  A short time after his return to his family home he falls seriously ill.  During this sickness a dream haunts his troubled sleep.  He, in his dream, finds himself face to face with a leper.  The nightmare deepens when he is instructed to embrace the leper.
     He finally recovers, but his life is never the same.  His capture, imprisonment, and illness bring him to place where he faces more than embracing a leper: his greatest fear.  He has seen and experienced death.  The pain and shock which result from this repeated encounter with death could have made him bitter and more insulated.  They did not.  He, instead, somehow experiences God dwelling with him.

It takes time but eventually he sees that the reason he is resisting his father’s way of life is because it causes blindness to our experiencing God dwelling with us.  As he grows in this experience (that God dwells with him) fear leeches out of his mind and body and he enters a freedom from the tyranny of his father’s way of life.  Francis also begins a journey in which the glory of God will eventually reflect upon his face.

     Jesus, in our Gospel story from Matthew, experiences God dwelling with him and is free to recognize the tyranny that weighs heavily upon him.  He knows that the image of God that he is offering undermines this tyranny as found in both the way of life mandated by the Jewish Religion and the Roman Government.  The longer Jesus lives in the experience that God dwells with him the more his life is transformed and transfigured.
     His disciples, however, are only beginning the journey.  They continue to live under the tyranny of grief and anger and are overwhelmed with fear when the mystery of God (the cloud) surrounds them.  It is only after the death of Jesus when they also face the fear of dying, and after Jesus is raised from the dead do they experience God dwelling with them, and their lives are gradually transformed.

Thankfully, God patiently feeds us that which we can digest, slowly introducing us to more solid food, so that sometime in eternity freedom discovers us and we enter more fully into the mystery that is God.  As we are drawn into the mystery that God dwells with us our way of life is transformed and our way of relating and being of service to others are transfigured.
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