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Two buddies Chris and John are two of the biggest baseball
fans in America.  Chris and John, for their entire adult lives, have
discussed baseball history in the winter and they have pored over
every box score during the season.  They go to 60 games a year.  They even agree that whoever dies first will try to come back and tell the other if there is baseball in heaven.
One summer night, Chris – after watching his team's victory earlier in the evening – passes away in his sleep.  He dies happy.  A few nights later, his buddy, John, awakes to the sounds of Chris’
voice.  ‘Chris is that you?’ John asks.
‘Of course it’s me,’ Chris replies.
‘This is unbelievable!’ John exclaims.  ‘So tell me, is there
baseball in heaven?’

‘Well I have some good news and some bad news for you, John, which do you want to hear first?’

‘Tell me the good news first,’ responds John.
‘Well,’ Chris says, ‘the good news is that, yes there is baseball in heaven.’

‘Oh, that is wonderful!  So what could possibly be the bad
news?
Chris chuckles, ‘Tomorrow night, you’re pitching.’
Sometimes we can’t see beyond our unfulfilled need for happiness.  We get caught up in this need and when it isn’t fulfilled immediately, we blindly reach for anything that might offer gratification.  Sometimes we grab an ever unfolding drama (internal and external), or we succumb to the demands of the immediate, or, if this doesn’t work, we project our angry or frustrated feelings (with which we generally identify) onto others.  Like John and Chris, our lives become too full of one thing or another that there is no room for anything else.

What allows Simeon and Anna (in our Gospel story from Luke) to see beyond a child who is being presented in the Temple by his parents is that they have learned to wait.  They have learned how to permit space to be created within them.  One of the ways in which this happens is by their opening to beauty.  Openness to beauty develops in those who know that they are loved and who live in this experience.  Opening to beauty is less apparent to anyone who doesn’t experience that they are loved and therefore do not live in this experience.  Rather, they live in their small and limited selves in which immediate gratification is needed.
Proficiency, success, adulations, justice and violence are the only realities available to those who live primarily in their limited and finite selves.  Warmth, compassion, mercy, and nonviolence are characteristics of those who experience that they are loved.
Luke’s stories about the birth of Jesus are filled with people who are aware and experience love, and those who don’t.  Those who live in this awareness and experience, see beauty and recognize God Incarnate (God present in all of creation).  Those who, in the Gospel stories, do not experience love and are living in their needy limited and finite selves.  They are blind to beauty.

Today’s story offers us a way of seeing beauty.  The story speaks of learning to wait and to allow space to be created so that we unexpectedly recognize that the Divine is with us in every situation… especially the ugliest.  Then another surprise happens, we find ourselves befriending those we perceive as enemies.  We begin to see beyond ourselves.
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