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The disciples of Jesus make a transition when they begin to experience the Risen Christ.  They are somewhat receptive as disciples of Jesus, but they also resist being receptive.  There are numerous examples of the disciples wanting to do, to take charge, to protect what they viewed as belonging to them.  
One of the dangers of resisting is the very shortsighted but demanding need to maintain what is.  Their betrayal of Jesus and his crucifixion wounds them deeply.  They question.  They feel disappointed… almost cheated.  Their suffering makes them, ironically, more receptive.  It will take numerous failed tries on the part of the Risen Christ to help the disciples become receptive so they are free to experience him.  Once they do, their receptivity gradually grows.

The love that they have experienced living with Jesus helps make them (in varying degrees) vulnerable.  The coming of the Divine Spirit can’t be experienced until the disciples are receptive.  Receptivity happens only when somehow they reconcile that being wounded and being resurrected can co-exist.  This the story about Doubting Thomas, when the Risen Christ shows him the wounds that he still has from the crucifixion.  Once they discover that our wounds and our resurrection don’t cancel each other out, they find themselves being drawn into a dance between wounded humanity and resurrected divinity.

They also discover that by being drawn into this dance they are filled with joy.  And this joy can’t be contained in one individual.  Rather, this joy is highly contagious.  It attracts the attention of others and they too want this joy.
As humans, however, we don’t seem able to keep this joy.  True, when we are sharing joy with others, it tends to linger.  Eventually however, it begins to fade and we fall into once again protecting what we believe to belong to us exclusively.  We create a system by which we can tell who is ‘in’ and who is ‘out’.  Those who are ‘in’ are thought to be morally good.  Those who are ‘out’ are thought to be morally bad.

There is no joy experienced in this cold and efficient system, and we gradually discover that people stop being attracted to the way of life that we are promoting.  They, instead, begin to shy away from it, or see through the façade of faith and morals.  We would think that this change would catch our attention and it does, but not in the way that is helpful.  We, instead of recognizing that it is our lack of Divine joy that is driving people away, tend to blame, judge, accuse, and shame those who are no longer attracted.  This is not the Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God, as we hear in today’s Gospel from John, is our advocate and not our accuser.
Saint Paul reminds us that the Spirit empowers us to experience that God never blames, judges, accuses or shames us.  God, rather, lovingly dwells within us and unites us.  Experiencing God dwelling within us and uniting us causes us to cry out with joy that God and we are united.  And experiencing that God is united with us, we stop blaming, judging, accusing, and shaming ourselves and then others.  This way of life, the Scriptures tell us, is our living in community.
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