Pentecost (C) 






05/15/2016
     A Redemptorist is giving a mission in a local parish.  The small church is filled with people who are waiting to hear what the missionary might have to say.  The silence deepens as he approaches the lectern.  Reaching down, the Redemptorist takes out two beakers, both of which contain a clear liquid.

Next, he picks up a worm.  He lowers the wiggling worm into one of the beakers.  Then, he holds it up for all to see that it is still moving.  He lowers a second worm into the other beaker.  Again he raises the worm for all to see.  The worm is not moving.  It is dead.

He says to the people, in dramatic fashion, ‘These liquids appear to be the same, yet they are very different.  One beaker is filled with water.  The other beaker is filled with alcohol.  I need not say anything more.  I have made my point.’
He begins to leave the lectern when from a far corner of the church someone calls out: ‘Yeah, I understand you.  You mean if I drink alcohol I won't have worms!’
We each interpret things differently.  This is also true of the writers of our weekend Scripture readings.  Each of the readings for this Sunday sees and approaches the Holy Spirit differently.  Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, emphasizes the power of the Holy Spirit to free us from fear, and to proclaim the message of freedom.  Paul, in the Letter to the Corinthians, highlights the unity which the Holy Spirit brings by our sharing in a common source of life.  John, in our Gospel reading, points to the presence of the Holy Spirit as the power that helps us to reconcile differences and inconsistencies in ourselves.

     The one thing concerning the Holy Spirit that is evident in each of the readings is that the Holy Spirit authenticates the experience that the Good News – the freedom of God – dwells in each of us.  It is the experience of living in the unity of the Body of Christ in which we have different functions, none more important and none less important than any other function.  Our identity, then, isn’t based upon importance. It comes forth from the experience of acknowledging the sometimes polar differences that we find in ourselves, and having the freedom to recognize God dwelling in these sometimes painful separations.  It is experiencing that we share a common source for life in God that is given to us freely and without cost.

Our experience translates into a way of living and relating with each other that is very different than when we interpret ourselves as independent and in competition with each other.  The coming of the Holy Spirit gives us an interpretation of life that emphasizes our connection with each other, and the desire to build bridges rather than walls.  God throws no one away, but rather forever seeks ways by which we can experience our oneness with God and each other.
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