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There is an episode in the sitcom, M*A*S*H, in which the audience is invited to see things from the perspective of a soldier who has recently died.  The only person who can see and hear the dead soldier, because he is in pain and feverish, is Klinger.  (Suffering has a way of opening our eyes to see what we ordinarily can’t see.)  As the episode evolves we see a transformation in the soldier from concern about his individual needs, to an acceptance that all are connected.  The dead soldier – toward the end of the show – is called by another dead soldier who invites him to join the parade of friends and enemies united in their movement toward a reality that will only be known when they arrive.

The transformation that we see in this episode is similar to the transformation that happens in each of our lives.  We initially learn by distinguishing one thing from another.  (Somethings we can eat, for example, and somethings we cannot eat.)  Our beginning point, then, is separation and differences, comparisons and competition, judgments and hierarchy.  Order and discipline and uniformity are required – when we begin with separation and difference – for conformity to be established and maintained.

It is the indoctrination that happens in most organizations.  Often, without our being aware, we establish in-groups and out-groups.  It isn’t necessarily done with evil intent, but happens almost naturally.  A stylized language is used.  Events pertaining specifically to the group are remembered and repeated.  If other people are present, nothing is explained.  Then, with time, that which separates develops into a division.
Those who are part of the in-group feel justified.  It is not unusual for the in-group to be convinced that God supports – wills – the separation and distinction, the animosity and hatred, the violence and distain that the in-group shows toward the out-group.  It is so easy to slip into a mentality that we (in the in-group) have been ordained by God to control, enslave, or eliminate those who are declared the out-group.  The in-group, then, become God’s justice punishing evil doers.
In a moment of sanity, we might be able to glimpse that the evils we perceive in the out-group are essentially anything with which we disagree.  The evils are anything that does not conform-with that which the in-group mandates as true and ordained by God.  And there is no communication or discussion possible.  It is infallible.
God is unity expressed in diversity, that is, relational (three in one).  We are all created in the image and likeness of God.  Our expression of this unity, then, is also diversity, and we are therefore not threatened by diversity.  We experience that which unites us as something which is always bigger than us and inclusive of that which is beyond us.

It is Jesus praying, in today’s Gospel reading from John, that ‘we are in the Father and the Father is in us.’  It is Jesus instructing us ‘to love our enemies.’  Generally, we tend to think of enemies as the out-group and therefore evil.  Whenever we declare that someone or something is evil, we feel justified to rid ourselves of the evil.  Jesus instructs us that God has no out-group.  Everyone and everything is the in-group because all are in God, and God is in all of us.  No one is outside of God’s love.
When we experience God loving us, we – like the dead soldier in the opening story – stop being overly concerned with our individual needs - freedoms, and begin to see everything interacting and relating with each other.  We are one in diversity and we are diversely one.
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