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Jesus is very specific, ‘Call no one father.’  He could have just as easily said, ‘Call no one mother.’  When I was first ordained a priest, the title father made me feel important and embarrassed.  It made me feel important because I was accepted as a leader and had been given authority and power.  I thought, for example, only I as priest could sacramentally forgive sins.  It made me feel embarrassed because I wasn’t sure what it meant to be a leader or how to use wisely and compassionately the authority and power entrusted to me.  I soon realized that others who didn’t have the title father were much better at being a father/mother than I was.

As time passed – and I had made numerous blunders – I was finally disillusioned enough to learn from parishioners who – I felt – I was supposed to be serving.  Their willingness to be of service to me, taught me how to be of service to others.  I had to learn first as a son and brother before I could be of service as a father.
It is the primary reason why Jesus and Saint Paul refer to themselves as sons and brothers.  It is the reason that Jesus will repeatedly declare that he says nothing on his own and does not do his own will.  He, in both cases, speaks what he hears his Father saying to him, and does what he knows his Father wants him to do.  Saint Paul does on a few occasions refer to himself indirectly as a father, but most often he knows and presents himself as one of many brothers and sisters in God’s family.
It is in this way that God takes flesh in the world.  Mary is called the Mother of God, and she is.  She is also a daughter who is learning by keeping ‘all these things, [and] reflecting on them in her heart.’  She models for us (as do Jesus and Paul too) the way by which we are conduits through which God can flow and take flesh.
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