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The Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens is probably familiar to most of us.  Ebenezer Scrooge goes to bed on Christmas Eve and dreams that he has three visitors.  Each visitor, in his dreams, causes Ebenezer to visit a time that is initially welcomed by him and then the dream is transfigured into something that he experiences as painful and evil.
When all three dreams are complete, however, that which he experiences as evil and painful is transformed into a blessing.  Ebenezer’s experience is similar to Jacob (in Genesis) who wrestles with a stranger in the darkness of night; and to Jesus who is found guilty of blaspheme and sedition and is crucified.  That which they experience as painful and evil is transformed into a blessing: Jacob is reborn as Israel and Jesus is resurrected as the Christ.
God makes possible that which is impossible for us.  That which we see as a curse and evil, God transforms into a blessing and good.  The human body, which was for so long seen as evil, is transformed by God into good.  Maybe this is the meaning of the incarnation: human flesh gives birth to the divine.
God uses everything to our advantage!  God transforms our moments of shame and guilt into moments of joy and rejoicing.  God heals our wounds and frees us to be occasions of healing for others.  God turns curses into blessings.
Mary, in our Gospel story from Luke, allows all that she experiences to be held in her heart, we are told, where she permits them to be pondered.  She, unlike us too often, is in no rush to rid herself of any unpleasant or frightening thoughts or feelings.  Rather, she discovers that she is free to give them space and to unfold in whatever way that they would.  This offers Mary and us the distance that we need to see the transformation and healing that God causes to our most painful, shameful, and frightening experiences of our lives.

That which is a curse: the crucifixion, is forever transformed into a blessing: the resurrection, and becomes the central symbol of God’s relationship with us.  God wastes nothing!
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