



Holy Thursday (B) 04/13/2017

Recently I heard that a young Mom whose child had died had decided to donate her child’s organs to help other children.  When she mentioned her intention to a visiting priest, she was reprimanded.  She was told – by the priest – that if she followed through with her intention that her child would go to hell!  How have we come to this inhumane and unloving way of thinking?  The priest’s words were not only misinformed but also most hurtful.


We celebrate tonight God – through the actions of Jesus – being of service (happening) to us.  Jesus doesn’t ask permission to wash the feet of the disciples.  He simply does it; and when Peter objects, he tells Peter that if he continues to object (resist), he would be cutting himself off from Jesus.  The question that begs to be asked is: How often do we find God being of service (happening) to us offensive?

We are taught that we have to do for God.  There is an element of truth in that teaching.  Being of service to others is part of who we are.  There is also an obstacle, and unchecked this obstacle can lead to misinformed and hurtful statements like the one made by the priest… statements that are judgmental, condemning, and untrue!


Tonight’s Gospel from John reveals God (in the person of Jesus) happening to us, God (in the person of Jesus) doing for us, as much more important than we attempting to cause God to happen, or our attempting to do for God.  God flows through the actions of Jesus – in the washing the disciples’ feet – and are unexpected and embarrassing because they come from God.  So too are we when God does for us, happens to us!  We resist because we are misinformed.  We resist because we have people in authority mistakenly telling us to resist.  We resist… and God gently reminds us (as Jesus reminds Peter) in numerous ways that our resistance is hurtful to us.  God always finds another way to serve us, to happen to us… because God will never give up on us!
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