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Donna, who got good grades in high school, is in her first year of college.  She has done poorly on one of her courses, and in an attempt to prepare her parents she texts her Mom, ‘If you see an unfamiliar letter on my report card, remember it's just my first initial.’
As the time nears for grades to be sent home, Donna begins to worry.  Her worst fears are confirmed one evening when her Mom calls her.  Donna answers, ‘Hi, Mom.’
Her mother replies, ‘Hello, Frank.’
Parental expectations can sometimes be brutal and necessary.  Expectations are an unconscious ingredient of each family.  The Gospel writer, Luke, in today’s gospel story offers us a glimpse of Jesus pushing the boundaries imposed by these family expectations.
Jesus will later teach that anything that prevents us from recognizing that we are part of a reality - a family – that has no boundaries, needs to be left behind.  So, he declares openly, ‘Unless you hate father and mother, brother and sister…you cannot be my follower.’
This is not to say that family is bad.  It isn’t!  The nuclear family can provide an environment in which children (and adults) can feel safe so that growth and development can happen.  It can also restrict growth and development by the unspoken expectations, paralyzing fears, and the undue need for protection that we all carry within us.

Luke’s story shows Jesus both pushing against the boundaries – when he stays in Jerusalem – and living within the boundaries.  He is found by his angry and anxious parents sitting with the scholars of the Law, learning.  Then, we are told that he ‘went down with [Joseph & Mary] and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.’  
The family – like our EGO – is meant to provide us with the means by which we ‘keep our feet in the fire.’  That is, the expected boundaries of the nuclear family provide us with something against which we can push.  Much like our EGO helps us to observe our consistent shortcomings and failures… that is, our limitations.

Ultimately, then, the primary purpose of family is to prepare us to live in union with all people by our learning that God lives in union with us.  When we live in union, there are no boundaries, no differences, no superiority, no inferiority, no whites, no blacks, no Christians, no Jews, no Muslims.  We learn by asking questions rather than settling for answers; by struggling with expectations rather than blindly acquiescing; and by observing our limitations rather than denying them.  When we are faithful to the struggle, we – somehow – discover the gift of freedom which is necessary for us to love.
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