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One of the difficulties that we face when we attempt to define something to keep it free from error is that we cause that which we are defining to stagnate.  We see around the 4th century that there is a felt need to define God.  One of the available philosophical concepts is from Aristotle.  He said that there are accidents and substance.  Accidents are ever changing and transitory.  Substance is never changing and permanent.

Using this philosophical definition, God is defined as substance, and humans as accidents.  The difficulty is that substance doesn’t change and because substance is completely beyond us, God can’t relate with us.  Substance is static.  As a result God, as dynamic relationship (as is found in John’s Gospel, for example) is thought to be impossible, and is dismissed or forgotten.  God and humanity, then being understood as separate entities cannot lovingly interact.  We humans can only – at best – worship and adore a distant Deity.
The Trinity is then intellectually divided into individual substances that continue to be static and non-relating.  Separation between the human and the divine becomes an accepted intellectual belief.  God relating with each of us personally is deferred to a God who is angry and vindictive, and selects only a small group of morally pure individuals (usually male) who can discern the truth.

One result of this point-of-view is that Eucharist stops being a communal celebration, and becomes rather, a sacrifice offered by the clergy, and lay people (if any are present) view without participation.  Yet, the Trinity is relationship.

The Trinity happens because the Father is uniquely completely self-giving to the Son, the Son is uniquely completely self-giving to the Spirit, and the Spirit is uniquely completely self-giving to the Father.  The Trinity is anything but static.  The Trinity is continual action or movement, like a dance.  The energy that exists in the Trinity, is the love that is shared, and this love creates everything, including us.  The only thing that can prevent us (at least for a time) from knowing the Trinity relating with us, is our mind.
All of creation readily accepts the creative outpouring of the Trinity except us.  Our minds have the ability to create a separate identity and to deny, as a result, God dwelling in union with us as God dwells in union with each other.  This results in our failing to recognize God in all of creation, and mistakenly thinking that we can dominate creation for our own use and pleasure.  Pope Francis reminds us in one of his encyclicals that when we dominate creation, we put ourselves in grave danger of destroying not only the earth, but also ourselves.

The Trinity, then, is dynamic and is always uniting by doing away with separations.  The Trinity is always inviting us to the interaction of Father, Son, and Spirit in each other.  When we live in our minds only, we use words that divide and separate to ensure, we think, faith and morals. Pope Francis however, recently offered these words: “When the Spirit visits the human word, it becomes  like ‘dynamite,’ that is capable of igniting hearts and breaking up patterns, resistances and walls of division, opening new paths and expanding the boundaries of the people of God.”
The place of origin for these very different perspectives is evident.  The former originates in the human mind and can only understand and undertake business transactions.  The latter originates in relational love that is the Trinity.  The former offers no joy; it’s all business transactions.  The latter exudes joy; everything and everyone are united.  I pray that we all come to live in the joy that is the Trinity relating lovingly within us.
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