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‘Do we understand what Jesus has done for us?’
Beginning tonight and continuing through the next two days we will be listening to, participating in, and viewing our story - the story of who we are.  It is the story of the

Three Days.

     Each of these days has its own particular focus and emphasis.  Each has its own pace and style.  The question that holds them together is the question that we hear Jesus ask tonight, ‘Do you understand what I just did for you?’  When Jesus washes the feet of his disciples, he does not consider their worthiness.  He provides the service indiscriminately to everyone.  When Peter resists, Jesus tells him that by resisting Peter denies who God is.


Peter (who often represents the hierarchy of the church) reveals the temptation that we all face: to maintain a humanly created identity and order by denying the core and the essence of God’s relationship with us.  We want a hierarchical order in which mutuality and equality is nonexistent.  Jesus undercuts this way of life and says that God creates us as God’s indiscriminate love in mutuality and equality.  When we live as God’s indiscriminate love, we are free to forgive because we experience future possibilities.

Living as God’s indiscriminate love transforms us, and the transformation of bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus, we mysteriously accept.  Community is our experience with people and creation.

Eucharist becomes a celebration of our joys and our sorrows, our lack and our plenty, our successes and our failures; in short, Eucharist is our daily lives lived in the awareness of the transforming love that God indiscriminately lives with us.  We experience forgiveness as a path to healing.
     It all begins with a question: ‘Do you understand what I just did for you?’  The answer always leads us (no matter how much we resist or the amount of hurt that we cause) to accept that we are God’s indiscriminate love lived mutually and equally.  God has no concern about our worthiness, our righteousness, our purity, our status, or our reputation.  Once we experience that we are created in this way, we also experience mysteriously that union with God, other people, and all of creation, happens… not unlike the mystery of bread and wine becoming the body and blood of Christ.
