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We celebrate today the feast of the Holy Family.  We can sometimes idealize what a family is supposed to be, and when our family doesn't live up to this ideal we can become disappointed and possibly even critical.  When we celebrate the family, we are not celebrating the individuals in the family.  Rather, we are celebrating the interaction that exists between the family members.  Sometimes we discover that the peace and unity, that we expect to be at the center of our family, are missing.

It is when our expectations are contradicted that we have the opportunity to have our secret thoughts revealed.  The feast of the Holy Family is an invitation for us to discover and celebrate life as we find it in ourselves and in our families.  It is an invitation to see God in surprising and unexpected places.  It is a reminder that if we don't like surprises, or if we are threatened by unexpected happenings, then life as it comes from God will be most difficult for us to recognize or receive in ourselves and in our families.  Sometimes that which we perceive, in truth, to be a hurtful act can be, in truth, an act of kindness.     
The irony, then, of this feast of the Holy Family is often missed by us. Luke – in particular – highlights these initial years in the life of Jesus, but he doesn’t attempt to speak of the family of Jesus being ideal.  (A concept that is sometimes suggested when we celebrate this feast.)  Rather, we are presented with a prophecy that is anything but ideal.  It combines joy and sorrow/sorrow and joy.  Then Jesus begins a ministry in which he declares that the nuclear family is both important and can also be an obstacle.  Nothing, he will go on to say, can interfere with our being open to God flowing through our lives.  Our being open happens when we experience and accept that it is in the interaction between family members that God – love – can be seen.
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