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The mindset that demands that MY RIGHTS are paramount really means, or what I do, or the way that I live, or what I possess, or what I want is more important than you and your needs, wants, or desires.  Demanding my rights eliminates the common good and equality.  Pope Francis recognizes this human tendency in his encyclical, LAUDATO SI.  He brings us to an awareness that we resist the reality that everyone and everything is in union with each other and are equals, and we (and all creation) dwell in God and God dwells in everyone and everything.

Whenever we accept that I am more important than anyone or anything else, we individualize and judge whom and what can best serve ME.  This perspective dominates how we relate with other people and creation.  Such a perspective disdainfully dismisses that God and everyone, and everything are united and equal.

Many unconsciously breathe and accept the belief, for example, that the destruction of the planet to meet MY NEEDS is MY RIGHT.  Killing plants and animals to serve MY NEEDS is MY RIGHT.  Enslaving people, using people, or building walls to keep people out is MY RIGHT.  Recognizing Christ (in ourselves and in others), when we live in this perspective, is impossible.  Thankfully, this perspective is interrupted in many of us whenever we offer love in whatever form it comes.
Both Simeon and Anna in today’s Gospel story from Luke, recognize the Spirit of God flowing through Joseph, Mary, and their child.  The Gospel story tells us that Anna and Simeon embrace the silence that unites us and helps us know equality.  We cannot be silent when the interior message that we continually hear negates unity and equality.
When I was studying theology, faculty members conducted yearly evaluations.  I never enjoyed them.  Then, one year, one of the evaluators asked me what I had heard at the meeting.  When I focused on what I perceived as negative comments, he smiled and listed all of the positive comments that the board made.  I heard none of them.
The revolutionary way of relating that Jesus introduces values everyone equally.  Culture, society, and religious institutions promote a hierarchy in which value varies.  The value of men, for example, in many societies and cultures, is greater or lesser based on status.  Women and children, in many societies and cultures, have no value.  Jesus rejects this perspective.  Somehow, his life experiences helps him accept (as a gift) that God relates with us as equals.  This experience transforms how he sees.

We see throughout the Gospels that Jesus repeatedly rejects a hierarchical approach.  He relates with women and children as equals.  Why? Because God relates with each person (and all of creation) as God’s equals.
Many events in our lives can prevent us from accepting equality.  Abuse and social judgments mislead us.  Success, popularity, and power also mislead us.  Being surprised by indiscriminate love pierces our unconscious acceptance, and if we glimpse it before is disappears, our hearts soften to receive value that comes from beyond us.  We witness Christ, and Christ is us, and we are Christ.
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