Good Friday (B) 




04/02/2021

A number of years ago, Newsweek magazine carries a story about the memorial service held for Hubert Humphrey, former vice-president of the United States.  Hundreds of people come from all over the world to say good-bye to their old friend and colleague.  One person who comes however is not welcomed.  Everyone present shuns and ignores him.  Nobody looks at him, much less speaks with him.  That person is former president, Richard Nixon.  They still remember the shame and infamy of Watergate and no one wants to be associated with him. 


Then a very special thing happens.  President Jimmy Carter, who is in the White House at the time, comes into the room.  Before he sits, he sees Nixon over against the wall, all by himself.  He goes over to [him] as though he is greeting a family member, sticks out his hand to the former president, and smiles broadly. Everyone is surprised and then stunned as the two of them embrace each other, and they can hear Carter say, ‘Welcome home, Mr. President!  Welcome home!’

When President Carter greets Richard Nixon in the way that he does, it leads Newsweek magazine to assert, ‘If there was a turning point in Nixon's long ordeal in the wilderness, it was that moment and that gesture of love and compassion.’  Only someone who knows love would have the freedom to risk being associated with a man considered a leper in American society.


Jesus associates with everyone and judges no one.  That is, he excludes no one.  The Pharisees and church leaders accuse him of being a drunkard and a glutton.  Then, Jesus does something that they consider completely intolerable, he disrupts the buying and selling that happens in the Temple area.  He is soon arrested and charged with blaspheme.  


Once arrested, his male disciples abandon him.  They are afraid to look at him.  When the Roman government gets involved, they crucify him as an enemy of the state.  Then, an extraordinary thing happens.  Something that no one thinks is possible.  The union between human and divine (that which we call love) raises Jesus from the dead.  The resurrection of Jesus shows us that the enmity that we think exists between God and us exists only in our minds.

Yes, we are limited; yes, we do die; and yes, God lovingly creates us with the same material as God is.  The death and resurrection of Jesus sends us a message: No one can change the way that God creates us.

As we grow in the awareness that God does not judge us, we also become aware of the way that God creates us, and we readily come to recognize the connection that we all share.  The freedom to refrain from judging – as Jimmy Carter does with Richard Nixon – follows naturally.
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