Epiphany (A) 






01/08/2017
The celebration of Christmas can be a blessing and a curse.  Intellectually we know that we are celebrating the birth of Jesus, but the celebration has taken on numerous other meanings.  Christmas is a season, for example, of family gatherings in which relatives and friends enjoy each other’s company.  It is the season in which we are repeatedly reminded not to drink and drive.  It is the season in which – almost inevitably – someone we know dies.  It is a season of generosity and greed.  It is the season of good cheer and depression.

A friend recently asked: ‘Why is Christmas so much about family, and I don’t have one?!’  Loneliness and depression are as much a part of Christmas as is companionship and joy.   Epiphany means God revealed.  Our minds tend to think that God is revealed only in moments of joy, a child’s face, a sunset or sunrise, the warmth of family and friends.  There would be – I suspect – not many of us who would think to see God revealed in difficult moments, feelings of loneliness or depression, estranged family members, or parents with dementia.
Yet, it is when the Magi are under duress – Matthew’s Gospel tells us – that God is revealed to them.  It is when they are in a foreign land, lost, being manipulated by a political power, coming upon a family who are nobodies, that God is revealed to them…and they – surprisingly – see God revealed to them in these less than favorable circumstances!

Epiphany reveals that God is with us in the messiness of our human lives.  God dwells with us when our actions are worthy of being condemned.  God is with us when we – momentarily or repeatedly – act selfishly or in a way that hurts others.  God dwells with us when we reveal that we are capable of deplorable behavior.  God is with us when we feel worthless, are abused, or feel like a piece of refuse.  This is God revealed!

Epiphany is associated with light.  It is equally associated with darkness.  It is associated with a star leading.  It is also associated with being lost, fearful and manipulated.  It is associated with treasure.  It is also associated with poverty.  God is revealed in each and all!
Some years ago a childhood friend came home to discover that her husband had committed suicide.  She was distraught with grief and felt lost.  I often wonder, and invite you to ponder too, how is God revealed in these circumstances?  It is too easy to simply dismiss the question, or to simply state that God is not revealed here.  Time and support helped my friend be found… something that she did not know that she needed prior to her husband’s death.  Her curse became a blessing and joy was known more deeply.  God wastes nothing!  Epiphany means God revealed… in every situation of life!
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