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Somehow it makes sense and doesn’t make sense.  When we experience light shining within us, we also experience light shining in others.  This is one aspect of the story of the Magi in Matthew’s Gospel story.  They experience light shining (within them) and are therefore drawn to light shining in others.

Herod, in contrast, does not experience light shining in himself, so he is duplicitous, fearful, and conniving.  The Magi, on the other hand, see clearly (though they often get lost and don’t know where they are being led).  They do not judge Herod or confront him, when they discover his duplicity.  They simply no longer interact with him.  They do not judge Joseph and Mary and their social status.  They simply offer gifts.
Some time back DuPont (the chemical company) sponsored a TV show.  The show is about a custom practiced in a Central American country.  Each year the three oldest boys in a particular town are secretly recruited on this feast to dress as the Magi.  Gifts are purchased by affluent families and then delivered by the teenage boys.  One year, the Magi have a gift to be delivered to the poor section of town.  This is highly unusual because the families living in the poor section of town have no money to purchase gifts.

The youngsters, however, dutifully deliver the gift.  While there they meet a young girl who has been hoping that she would receive a doll.  Moved by her sincerity and the poverty of the area, one of the teenagers gives the little girl the doll which had been purchased by his parents for his sister.  Once begun the giving of gifts snowballs until all of the gifts have been given away.

     The title of the show was The Miracle of the Kings, and in the end the miracle isn’t that the poverty stricken children received gifts. Rather, it is the experience that each youngster has when they see Christ in those that they would never expect to see Christ.
This is the message that Epiphany offers to us.  The feast tells us that it is not enough for us to say that we intellectually assent that Christ dwells within us.  (Like we do when reciting the Creed.)  We must also experience Christ dwelling in our lives.  When happens we are surprised that we also encounter Christ in people that we would least expect to meet Christ.
Jesus teaches us that because he experiences light shining within himself (God dwelling within him) he also experiences light shining within others.  He declares that the Good News invites us to experience God dwelling in us too.  It is not an external light.  Rather, it is an internal light.  Once we do experience light shining within us, we become extensions of God in the world today.  We are invited, as the youngsters mysteriously are, to be God's manifestation in the world today.  We can’t predict what will happen, or where we will be taken, but we trust that it will be good, because God is good.
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