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It was Easter when I was very young.  I was dressed neatly including a soft hat much like my Dad wore.  It had snowed the night before and 6-8 inches snow covered everything.  Just before we left for Mass – we were always late – I spotted something odd and wonderful.  A crocus braved the cold of the air and the snow and offered a flower.


Easter is a paradox.  Jesus is both dead and alive.  When the risen Jesus confronts Saint Paul with this paradox, he experiences fear, blindness, and finally, transformation.  His dualistic way of thinking (this is good, this is bad, this is perfect, this is imperfect) and closed system way of living, transforms into non-dualistic thinking (this is both good and bad, this is evolving) and he begins to live in an open system.  He moves from living in the past – with its laws and rituals – and begins to live in hope of future possibilities.

Mary Magdalene, in each of the Gospel accounts, is at the tomb of Jesus either with other women or by herself.  She is the first to experience the paradox that Jesus is both dead and alive.  She is more receptive to the paradox because she experiences love.  Love is an open system.  When we experience love (and offer love) we live in the hope of future possibilities.  The risen Jesus calls her by name, ‘Mary’, and the intimacy draws her into love and she recognizes him.
Mary Magdalene becomes the first apostle, bringing the message to the other disciples.  We do not know much about her, but one of the Gospels speaks of her anointing the feet of Jesus.  She clearly loves Jesus and he reciprocates her love.  Later, it is possible, that he duplicates her action of love by washing the feet of the disciples – in John’s Gospel.  It is as though she offers Jesus an idea and he uses it.

The reaction of the disciples to Mary anointing the feet of Jesus is similar to their reaction when Jesus begins to wash their feet.  They feel repulsed by it.  They want her to stop.  They think that it is a waste.  Jesus however, is receptive to the action.  He is receptive to Mary’s love.  It is not surprising, therefore, that it is Mary Magdalene who first witnesses Jesus both dead and alive.  She is open – because she lives in love and knows forgiveness – to future possibilities.

Knowing forgiveness is a key element in every person who experiences a transformation from living in a closed system to living in an open system.  Forgiveness comes from living in a hope of future possibilities.  To experience forgiveness is to accept that we evolve.

Our natural inclination is to resist and prevent evolution.  It is the reason that experiencing and living love is so difficult, and in some cases seemingly impossible.  Evolution is love unfolding to new possibilities.  This cannot happen without our experiencing forgiveness (received and given).
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