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The Gospel stories always turn everything up-side-down.  They contradict what we consider important and real.  The accounts of who first witness the empty tomb and encounter the Risen Christ are no different.  One would think that one of the twelve (the inner circle of disciples) or one of the three (the inner-inner circle, consisting of Peter, James, and John) would be the first, or at least a man would be the first, but no.  The first to witness the empty tomb and encounter the Risen Christ are women!

Mary Magdalene in each of the Gospel accounts is either with other women or by herself.  She becomes the first apostle, bringing the message to the other disciples.  We don’t know much about her, but at least one of the Gospels possibly speaks of her anointing the feet of Jesus.  Her action of anointing is duplicated in John’s Gospel when Jesus washes the feet of the disciples.  It is as though she offers Jesus an idea.

The reaction of the disciples to Mary anointing the feet of Jesus is similar to their reaction when Jesus begins to wash their feet.  They are repulsed by it.  They want her to stop.  They think that it is a waste.  Jesus however, is receptive to the action.  He is receptive to Mary’s love.
It will take the disciples, the inner circle of disciples, and the inner-inner circle of disciples time before they are transformed enough to be open and receptive to love.  It is their resistance that prevents them from initially experiencing Jesus resurrected from the dead.  Their sight is too limited and confined.

The women who also are disciples of Jesus are more susceptible and therefore more open and less confined.  So, their sight has greater breath and width, and their eyes see more quickly that which is beyond our limited sight.  Their receptivity to see beyond also empowers them to share with the other disciples what they have seen.  Some of the male disciples remain skeptical.  Some are intrigued.  Some are disturbed, frustrated, and disappointed. 
We probably should have guessed.  Jesus is always inclusive and is best understood by those who are deemed impure or are distained because of biases and prejudices.  Life has helped these – ironically – to be more open and receptive.  Eventually, those who are in the inner circle and the inner-inner circle (and men in general) stop resisting enough for the Risen Christ to be experienced by them too, but it is a real struggle.  Finally, the spiritual and the human come close enough together for their eyes to be opened to see the Divine dwelling with the human.  They experience resurrection.  It is an experience readily available to us too.
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