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The Paschal Mystery (the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus) is often misunderstood or is interpreted from only the human point-of-view.  It seems that each time we interpret something from only our point-of-view we do so from a closed system.  Everything is depended upon us, so fear overwhelms us and then prevents us from remaining open.  Everything – including God – becomes small in order to fit into our small, closed universe.


Exclusions, expectations, requirements, membership, uniformity, rewards and punishments ensure that those (partially) included are also very limited.  A hierarchy is created, and only those atop the hierarchy are have authority and importance.  This also serves as means to blame others who are completely excluded. Our image of God is our image of ourselves.  If God is judging others, God is also judging us.

The Paschal Mystery is openly inclusive of every one!  There are no exclusions, expectations, requirements, membership, uniformity, rewards or punishments.  The seed scattered by God is done so indiscriminately with no care that only a small percentage of the seed will grow and produce fruit.  God pines for us, goes in search of us, rejoices with us when we are found, inviting all to rejoice as well, and pleads with those who refuse to rejoice.  God invites into the dance that is God.

The Paschal Mystery originates in God and is not caused by us.  We don’t live moral lives in order to receive God’s love.  That isn’t love. That’s payment or seeking a reward.  No, we first experience God loving us which transforms the way in which we live.  We become the eyes, and hands, and feet of God by which God can find ways to remove the fear from others so that they too can dance, and discover an opening to receive.

This is the message of Easter: God is for us!  Who can be against us?  We know, of course, that sometimes people are against us.  We know, of course, that life has its ups and downs.  We know, of course, that Jesus who is our model in this way of living is found guilty of blaspheme and sedition, and is killed by painful crucifixion.  It is then, when all appears lost, when Jesus appears punished by God, that God does something wonderful, something that comes naturally to God: Jesus is raised from the dead.

We will have to endure pain and sorrow.  They are part of life.  The Gospel message, however, is that pain and sorrow are not the last words!  There is more, infinitely more!  The Easter experience: God is for us, opens us to receive all that God has to give us.  Pain, sorrow, and even death are part of life, but in the end nothing can hurt us… because God is for us!  Who can be against us?
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