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Theologically there are two understandings of the resurrection.  The east develops the oldest theology.  The theology of the west develops later.  Western culture, moving toward intellectualism (clarity and understanding) and individualism (self-sufficiency) unconsciously influences this later theology.  So western theology depicts Jesus as uniquely rising from the tomb BY HIMSELF.  Jesus conquers death as an individual and alone.  The singular emphasis placed upon the divinity of Jesus and the downplaying of his humanity reinforces the theology of the west. 
Eastern theology continues to connect with mystery (that which is foggy and dark) and community (union with each other).  So eastern theology depicts Jesus rising not uniquely by himself but with an INFINITE MULTITUDE with him.  All of creation – including humans – moves beyond death – not only Jesus – because God creates us as indiscriminate love.  All of creation is created with God’s DNA.
Theology is we talking about God; and our thoughts about God are both inspired and flavored by human culture.  Both theologies (east and west), then, have their strengths and weaknesses.  One reality that both east and west accept as true is that our belief in the resurrection (for example, when we recite a creed) is not enough.  Resurrection is an experience.  Resurrection is our experiencing the freedom to forgive rather than seek revenge.  

Most of us are unaware that we see through the lens of western theology, which makes it difficult for us to understand the message that Jesus offers.  We think in terms of this world and after this world.  The two – in our minds – are completely separate, but – we think – what we do in this world earns us a place either in heaven (as a reward) or in hell (as a punishment).
Jesus experiences and preaches God and us as sharing the substance of God.  He tells us that God is an experience of unity in diversity.  It is an experience of living both/and rather than either/or.  It is the freedom to recognize God dwelling in our enemies.  It is the freedom not to take offense… even when the intention is to offend.  It is the freedom to live vulnerably, because God embraces us.  It is the freedom to accept and not to judge.  This the way, Jesus says, God lives.  We do not wait for some future resurrection to live in this way.  We live resurrection each moment of each day.  
Saint Paul names this experience living in Christ Jesus.  We breathe a different atmosphere and live in a different environment when we live in Christ Jesus.  When we breathe love, the fear that used to fill our lungs dissipates, and we join the multitude who rise from the dead with Christ Jesus.  When we breathe love, we forgive and remain open rather than seeking revenge and remain closed.
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