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Theologically there are two understandings of the resurrection.  The oldest theology is found in the east.  The west develops another theology later.  This later theology about the resurrection is greatly influenced by the western culture moving toward intellectualism (clarity and understanding) and individualism. So, western theology depicts Jesus as uniquely rising from the tomb BY HIMSELF.  Jesus conquers death alone.

Eastern theology continues to connect with mystery (foggy and dark) and community.  So, eastern theology depicts Jesus rising not uniquely but with an INFINITE MULTITUDE with him.  All of creation – including humans – is not conquered by death – not only Jesus – because of the love of God.

Both theologies (which is, people talking about God) have their strengths and weaknesses.  One reality that both accept as true is that our belief in the resurrection (for example, in reciting a creed) isn’t enough.  Resurrection is an experience.  As an experience, resurrection transforms our lives.
Most of us are unaware that we are grounded in western theology which makes it difficult for us to understand the message that Jesus offers.  We think in terms of this world and after this world.  The two – in our minds – are completely separate, but – we think – what we do in this world earns us a place either in heaven (as a reward) or in hell (as a punishment).
(I was recently sent a text with an advertisement that read: Vatican Grants Emergency Plenary Indulgence for Divine Mercy Chaplet.  I question the authenticity of the advertisement.  It is however, a good example of failing to experience the union of the human and the divine that we find in Jesus Christ.  The enmity between human and divine is eliminated in Christ Jesus (see Ephesians), so too is any separation between this life and after this life.)
Jesus experiences a unity between this world and after this world.  He proclaims that we are invited and empowered – by seeing the unity between the worlds – to live after this world in this world.  He calls it, the Kingdom or Reign of God.  After this world is an experience of living unity in diversity.  It is an experience of living both/and rather than either/or.  It is the freedom to recognize God dwelling in our enemies.  It is choosing not to take offense even when offense is intended.  It is the freedom to live vulnerably because we experience and trust the love that embraces us.  We don’t wait for resurrection when after this world is united with this world.  We live it each moment of each day.

Saint Paul names this experience: living in Christ Jesus.  We breathe a different atmosphere and live in a different environment when we live in Christ Jesus.  When we breathe love, the fear that used to fill our lungs dissipates, and we join the multitude who rise with Christ Jesus.
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