Christmas (A)





12/25/2019
The story goes that some time ago, a man punished his 3-year-old daughter for wasting a roll of gold wrapping paper.  Money was tight and he became infuriated when the child tried to decorate a box to put under the Christmas tree.

Nevertheless, the little girl brought the gift to her father the next morning and said, ‘This is for you, Daddy.’
He was embarrassed by his earlier reaction, but his anger flared again when he found the box was empty.  He yelled at her, ‘Don't you know that when you give someone a present, there's supposed to be something inside it?’
The little girl looked up at him with tears in her eyes and said, ‘Oh, Daddy, it is not empty.  I blew kisses into the box.  And they are all for you, Daddy.’
The father was crushed. He put his arms around his little girl, and he begged that she forgive him.

It is told that the man kept that gold box by his bed for years and whenever he was discouraged, he would take out a kiss and remember the love of the child who had put it there.
We each are given a gold container filled with unconditional love and kisses from the moment of our conception.  There is no more precious gift.  Like the father in the story however, we often fail to recognize the gift that we are given freely.  Our biggest obstacle is our resistance and possibly our inability to receive a gift.  We want to pay for it; earn it; or have some form of legal business transaction.

The blindness that results is insidious because we are convinced that we see.  Other people, we judge, are blind, not us.  Our religion – as did the religion of Jesus in his day – encourages, in some ways, our blindness, and propagates, for example, it in the words used at Mass and the other sacraments.  We talk of grace freely given much less than we talk about sacrifice, earning, and meriting.
Christmas is pure gift.  The universal Christ is born a finite human child.  Jesus grows and develops – as we grow and develop – until he arrives at a place where he is free to proclaim openly that this union of the Divine and the human isn’t unique to himself.  Rather, the Good News is that he is the model, and when we see him, we are also seeing ourselves.

This is complete gift!  Our eyes are only open to see the gift that we are receiving when we experience the love of another.  When we see another gazing at us with love, or when we receive the unconditional love of an animal, we are unknowingly encouraged to be receptive of the loving gift of God who creates us not as sin, but as one who is in union with the Divine.  This is Christmas!  It is what we celebrate today.  We all are gifted with a box filled with love and kisses!
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