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Pope Francis recently addressed a gathering in Saint Peter’s Square concerning the end of the Year of Mercy.  He reflected on ‘an important aspect of mercy: Inclusion.  For God, in [God’s] plan of love, does not want to exclude anyone, but wants to include everyone.  And we Christians are encouraged to use the same criteria: mercy is the way we act, the style with which we try to include others in our life, to avoid closing in on ourselves and our selfish securities.
‘Jesus gives a truly universal invitation: Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  No one is excluded from this call, because the mission of Jesus is to reveal to everyone the [God's] love.  It is up to us to open our hearts, trust in Jesus and accept this message of love, which makes us enter into the mystery of salvation.
‘This aspect of mercy, inclusion, is shown through arms that are wide open to welcome, not excluding; not classifying others according to social status, language, race, culture, religion: in front of us there is only one person to love as God loves.  What I find in my work, and in my neighborhood, is a person to love, as God loves.  This is what it means to include, and this is inclusion.’


So, yes, in Christ the King Parish all are welcome.

Jesus welcomes all… and it is not always well received.  The church leaders call him a blasphemer because he does not follow the criteria established by them.  The government leaders call him an insurrectionist because he ignores the criteria established by them.  We hear in today’s Gospel from Luke, The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, ‘He saved others, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God.’

It isn’t easy to welcome all… in fact, it is impossible for us to do.  It isn’t, however, impossible for God.  We begin this impossible way of living by practicing allowing ourselves to be welcomed by God.  We will – almost immediately – encounter great resistance.  We will be reminded that we are not worthy.  We will recall that we haven’t earned the right to be welcomed.  We will feel guilty about something that we have done or haven’t done.  We will have a thousand or more reasons invade our minds telling us that God can’t welcome us.

As we practice allowing ourselves to be welcomed by God, we will also begin to notice ways in which we are welcomed or not welcomed by others.  Then we will begin to notice ways in which we welcome or don’t welcome others.  We will begin to see the ways in which we include and ways in which we exclude.

We find the freedom to notice because we begin to experience ourselves being welcomed by God… with whom all are welcomed, no exceptions!
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