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Religion and the images that we have of God and Christ are influenced (sometimes unduly and often unawares) by our culture and what is happening in the world in which we live.  The image of Christ as a king develops during a time in which the hierarchy of the church and state are pushing for the Roman church to be recognized as both the spiritual and political (temporal) leader of the world.  The trappings that come with this effort are unfortunate (at best) and absent of God’s love and an increase of fear (at worse).


The world (during this time period) is moving into the age of individualism and community is being pushed aside.  The human mind is thought to be better than everything, and the more intelligent the person, the better they are thought to be.  All of which is self-referential and idolatrous, and therefore passing away.  This leads to the belief that the earth and people with less (Western) education are beneath more (Western) educated people, and can be used for the betterment of the more educated.  This creates an atmosphere in which anyone with a lack of education, have brain impairments, or who view the world differently (e.g. indigenous peoples) are dismissed as unimportant and used as slaves or servants.  It also allows educated people to use and abuse the world in which we live.  And, finally, it fosters an atmosphere of consumerism.

Accepting and living communally discourages abuse because people learn to relate as equals who are lovingly graced with the image and dignity of our creative God.  Living in the atmosphere developed by individualism promotes abuse because people compare and compete, and those more successful become so by degrading and misusing others and creation.  The image of Christ as a king – for the better part – grows out of this atmosphere of fear.


Essentially, up to this period of history, the Scriptures are viewed from a multitude of perspectives.  Such diversity is encouraged and is found to be rich and life-giving.  This openness quickly disappears when Christ is pronounced a king.  Now, the Scriptures are seen only from one perspective: the one declared orthodox by the magisterium of the Roman church.  All questions are squelched, seen as heretical and therefore a threat that requires immediate denial.  Fear, conformity, and rigidity replace love, openness, and flexibility.  


Our Gospel story from Luke however, reveals Jesus (who is the universal Christ) as one who pours himself out because he knows that he is loved.  That is, he is not self-referential and therefore passing away, but guided by love and therefore eternal.  This is the central symbol of our religion.  It is an invitation to experience love be poured out to us and overflowing to others.
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