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Every image, title, or name that we use for the God is our attempt to understand God.  That intellectual exercise is important.  It can also limit us if we fall into the trap of thinking that the name that we give to God is God’s actual name.

I was walking to the office a few weeks back and a person approached me.  He wanted to know the name of God.  He was convinced that God has a name.  He could not grasp nor accept that we cannot know the name of God.  

This is very much a human tendency.  Moses, for example in the Book of Exodus, attempts several times to get a name from God.  God either ignores or refuses his attempts.  We can at best know characteristics of God by the way in which God relates with us.
This needs to be kept in mind when we declare: Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. (The feast that we celebrate today.)  The title ‘king’ came into existence (in the thirteenth century) as the political leaders of Europe and the papacy combined efforts to bring about a temporal kingdom.  The greater part of this effort was conducted by the use of power… which almost always leads to the misuse of power.

Jesus (his actual name) repeatedly declares that he knows God loves him, and his life, as a result, overflows with God’s love in his being of service to others.  He doesn’t attempt to explain how this happens.  He doesn’t attempt to intellectualize.  He refuses every effort by his disciples and others to make him into something that he knew he wasn’t: a king.  The title is given to him anyway, however, many years after his death and resurrection.

The title is nothing important unless we make it important.  God (and Jesus is the son of God) is mystery, and all mystery is shrouded in darkness.  Like Jesus, we too are loved by God and God dwells within us.  The less we resist knowing that we are loved by God (by making too much about the titles we give to God or thinking that we can name God), the greater the overflow of this love to others.  Then we too can echo the words of Jesus, ‘I have come to serve and not to be served.’
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