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Father Greg Boyle tells a story about Martha.  She is a woman who works with him.  Martha has known a great deal of pain in her life.  She (when she was a child) experienced abandonment, torture, and abuse.  Gangs, drugs, and prison filled nearly twenty years of her life.  She carries the terrible pain of giving birth to a child, and because of her addictions, having the child taken from her and raised by strangers.  She bends under the weight of shame and disgrace.

One day, as Father Boyle and she talk, Martha begins to sob.  Father Boyle asks her, ‘Why are you crying?’
She looks up and blurts, ‘I wish you were God.’
Surprised, he asks, ‘Why?’
She says, ‘I think… you would let me into heaven.’
The feast that we celebrate today can give us the wrong impression.  Yet, it is an impression that is more in-line with the way in which we are used to living than the way of life Jesus models for us.

When the hierarchy of the church declares that Christ is a King, they knowingly or unknowingly highlight an illusion.  It is an illusion that leads us to believe and accept that God and Christ are separate from us; God and Christ judge us; and God and Christ condemn and punish us.  As Martha (in our opening story) expresses, God and Christ exclude people.  This painful mentality (that God and Christ is separate from us and exclude people) makes our Gospel story in Matthew into a checklist of things that we must do or God will exclude us.

It is a mentality of fear used to control the actions of people.  The threat is, act in the way that we want you to act or punishment follows.  A threat can be affective for a time, but it also damages.  It teaches us to act in a particular way because we fear punishment.  It gives the impression that we must be perfect or God will dislike and exclude us.  Living in conscious or  unconscious fear causes us pain and we project unhealed pain onto others.

The threat of punishment causes rebellion and indifference.  The requirement to live perfectly makes us arrogant, judgmental, or defeated.  We easily slip into a mentality of doing favors for others and expecting repayment.  There can be no mutuality or community.
Experiencing that we are loved and accepted causes a desire to share with others the love and acceptance that we experience.  This desire happens so natural that we don’t think about it.  It simply happens, and later – when it is called to our attention like in our Gospel story – we might notice.
We need people who mirror the indiscriminate generosity of God.  We need people like Fr. Greg Boyle who help us to experience a love that accepts us as we are without judgment or condemnation.  And we need to be a person that helps others know that they are loved.
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