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One day two retired priests are out driving in a car.  As they are cruising along they come to an intersection.  The traffic light is red but they go through it.  The priest in the passenger seat thinks to himself, ‘I must be losing it.  I could swear we just went through a red light.’
After a few minutes they come to another intersection and the light is red again, and again they go right through the intersection.  This time the priest in the passenger seat is almost sure that the light had been red, but he is really concerned that he is losing it.  He becomes nervous and decides to pay very close attention to the road and the next intersection to see what is happening.

They travel to the next intersection and, sure enough, the light is definitely red and they go right through the red light.  So he turns to the other priest and says, ‘Bill! Do you know we just went through three red lights in a row?  You could have killed us!’
Fr. Bill turns to him and says, ‘Oh… am I driving?’
We easily and often seem to forget.  This is not new to us.  The Israelites too forget.  So – like we do too – they create liturgical celebrations to help them remember.  This is the focus of our readings this weekend. The feast, for example, that remembers Passover helps the Israelites remember the covenant (legal and personal) that develops from this event.  Passover recalls for the Israelites the night when every first born dies in Egypt, except for the first born of the Hebrews who put blood from a slaughtered lamb on their door lintels.  Hence the reference to ‘passing over’.)

Jesus, in the gospels, shares the Passover meal with his disciples on the night that he is arrested.  The gospels link this final meal to ‘the sacrificing of the lamb’ that takes place in our first reading.  Jesus, then, is presented in the gospels as ‘the sacrificial lamb’.

Another emphasis exists however, one that Jesus himself highlights.  That is, the communal and relational dimension of the Passover meal.  It is – originally – this emphasis that is in the remembrance when many of the first followers come together to celebrate ‘the breaking of bread’.  It is where the name ‘Communion’ originates.  We act out and practice the reality that God in Jesus the Christ is in UNION with us.

Note that the emphasis is not on US, it is on GOD.  It is God who initiates and forms union with us.  As we practice living this reality (by receiving Communion, and loving ourselves and other people) we begin to remember (hopefully) that God’s relationship with us can never be individualistic.  It must always be COMMUNAL.

Though some THINK that THEY can relate with God individualistically (which is one side effect of devotional prayer), they generally only insulate and isolate themselves from themselves and other people by being critical and judgmental.  Today’s feast tells us something different.

We (as Saint Paul declares repeatedly) are the BODY of CHRIST.  That is, because God is in union with us we cannot help but be in union with each other.  Each time we receive Communion, then, we are practicing living not as individuals but as people who are in communion with God and each other.  It is for this reason that the Church strongly encourages all of us to celebrate with each other at least weekly, so that we can practice (which we definitely need to do) living God’s union with us and our union with each other.
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