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The words and actions of Jesus – as recorded in the Gospels – do not include adoration or reverencing.  Jesus speaks words and demonstrates action. ‘This is my body…my blood.  Take and eat/drink.’  Jesus knows the human tendency to use adoration and reverencing to create space and separation.  A primary reason the prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures resist royalty is because of this human tendency.

Love requires mutuality and equality.  Love can exist in no other environment or atmosphere.  God is love, the Letters of John continually repeat.  When we succumb to an environment and atmosphere of space and separation, we compare and compete.  Our world shrinks and the fear of scarcity drives prejudice and hate.  People and creation become objects for our pleasure and use.
We have numerous examples in our world today of scarcity and selfishness.  The by-product of scarcity and selfishness is revenge.  We unconsciously think that we can justify, ‘You have done this to me.  I must retaliate by doing something worse to you.’  We see this in the Middle East where some Israelis and some Palestinians commit one violent act after another.  We see it in the efforts of the US against terrorism.  We use violence trying to purchase peace.  It is the wrong currency.
We see this in the church where judgment and condemnation determines who is worthy to receive Communion and who must be denied.  The church too often uses severity rather than – as Pope John the 23rd suggests – the medicine of mercy. 

Living in the atmosphere and environment of love, we relate as equals and with mutuality.  Respect is not relegated to a sign or an action (e.g. bowing or kneeling).  Respect is received and offered, that is, lived in our daily lives and not just in church.  We experience people and creation – without exceptions – in this environment and atmosphere as created in God’s image and likeness.  We receive the gift of God’s love only when we have God’s love unexpectedly offered to us.  The surprise often causes us to momentarily drop all of the merit, sacrifices and accomplishments that cause us to feel that we deserve God’s love because we have earned it.

The by-product of love is forgiveness.  We are aware that ‘You have done something to me that requires me to punish you.  I choose instead to forgive you.’  We see this in South Africa where Nelson Mandela, a political prisoner for twenty-seven years, and his black people choose to forgive the white people who have been oppressing them.  The commission that he and others created gave notorious violators of human rights a choice: tell the whole truth or face prosecution.  Once the truth was told, most went free.  These choices (to tell the truth and to forgive) prevented a racial bloodbath.  It is the recognition – as the Gospel of John repeats - that we are united because God dwells with each of us.

When we approach to receive Communion today, let our reverence include the acknowledgement that I am/we are the body of Christ, and that we all share the love of God who creates us and dwells with us because we are created in God’s own image and likeness.
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