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The TV show, The American Pickers, shows us a side of human nature with which many of us struggle to a greater or lesser degree.  We have difficulty with letting go of stuff.  Mike and Frank often have to find ways to convince people to sell them an item… even when they have been summoned so that items can be sold.
Once we feel as though we possess something – anything – we can struggle mightily to release it.  When we feel that something is being taken from us, however, anger and violence rise immediately to the surface.  This is what makes the actions of Jesus – in today’s Gospel story from Luke – so difficult for us to accept without first re-interpreting it.

Jesus, Luke tells us, freely offers his teaching and healing to everyone.  No one is turned away.  Whoever wants to listen or be healed is welcomed.  Then, he goes further: he feeds everyone!
His disciples are dumbfounded.  They want to dismiss the people to fend for themselves.  Jesus insists, instead, that they provide for the people.  Luke uses the exact words in this story that Jesus uses at the Last Supper: ‘he said the blessing over them, broke them, and gave them….’
Once again, no one is excluded.  No one is asked their religion, their state in life, their nationality, their sexual orientation, or the purity of their soul.  No one is required to give evidence that they are worthy; nor are they required to dress in a particular way, act in a particular way, or be living an approved lifestyle.  All is given freely without exclusion.
The Gospel writer, John, might provide us with a clue as to why Jesus is so free to give to all, without exception or exclusion.  Jesus in John’s Gospel repeatedly declares that what he is offering does not belong to him.  This includes his life… which we know is taken from him.
We, unfortunately, are not as free.  The side effect of our lacking freedom is that we feel the need to own, protect, and hoard.  We privatize the Sacraments and the Eucharist in particular.  This is nothing new.  Many of the followers of Jesus do the same thing.  They attempt to restrict and limit who can be included as a follower of Jesus; they demand that unless the Gentiles, for example, become Jews – first – they are to be excluded.
Jesus continually draws the disciples out of themselves.  One way in which he draws them out is by engaging them in service to others… without exception.  When we practice freely offering – without exception, we begin to sense that we are conduits and not the owners of what is offered.  It is in this way that our all too ready moments of taking offense are averted and community happens.
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