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The baptism of Jesus appears to have been a significant moment in his life.  The Gospel of Luke (along with Mark, Matthew) gives the impression that Jesus experiences God within him – possibly – for the first time, and it causes a transformation in his way of viewing life.  (The Gospel of John includes the baptism but gives a different impression.)  His experience of God’s love for him seems a surprise to him… as it is for us too.

It takes some time for Jesus to process his experience.  Slowly he senses the change that has taken place in himself.  Once he does process and then struggles with the change, his experience (that God loves him) overflows, and he begins to experience God’s love dwelling within other person.  He attempts to help others (by sharing stories, by healing, and by his compassion) to also experience God’s love dwelling within them.  Some are immediately attracted by his message.  Others can’t relate with his experience or resist his message.

Many of us also have trouble or resist the message that baptism is our experiencing God loving us intimately and dwelling within us, initiating us into a completely new way of life.  Part of the reason could be that we have been instructed that we are baptized into the church.  That is, baptism makes us members of a religion and organization.  As members we receive certain rights and privileges, such as the rights and privileges to receive other sacraments.  Some also think that baptism gives us access to heaven, and that without baptism heaven is inaccessible.

Once baptism stops being an initiation into a completely new way of life, a way of life that mirrors God relating lovingly with us, we are entrapped by cold efficiency.  Our focus becomes membership with its rights and privileges, rules and regulations, clarity and security.  We feel the need, as a result, to secure what is best for ourselves.  And because we haven’t experienced the life-altering moment (when we know definitively that we are loved by God without our giving reason to God to love us), we are also prevented from recognizing God’s love dwelling in other people.  The mirror that we use reflections morality rather than love.
This leads us to remain too rich with ideas that lodge themselves in our hearts and minds to have room to experience this intimate love.  Like the disciples of Jesus, we need both a major failure and an experience in which we are repeatedly loved by another.

Experiencing failure; feeling acute suffering; and knowing that we are loved - simultaneously, allows the preexisting thoughts and ideas that occupy our minds to be jarred loose, and space is made.  Generally, it isn’t a very big space, but it is big enough for us to experience God’s love dwelling within us. Transformation follows… though not completely.

We continue to be influenced by family, society, and religion.  God, however, will not be outdone and will never stop loving us from within us.  God can’t stop.  God is love and God’s dwells within us.
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