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An ambulance brings a man to Mercy Hospital, and he is taken quickly in for coronary surgery.  The operation goes well and, as the groggy man regains consciousness, a Sister of Mercy, who is waiting by his bed, reassures him.
‘Mr. Smith, you're going to be just fine,’ says the nun, gently patting his hand.  ‘We do need to know, however, how you intend to pay for your stay here.  Are you covered by insurance?’   
‘No, I'm not,’ the man whispers hoarsely.
‘Can you pay in cash?’ persists the nun.    
‘I'm afraid I cannot, Sister.’    

‘Well, do you have any close relatives?’ the nun inquires.    

‘Just my sister in New Mexico,’ he volunteers.  ‘But she's a humble spinster nun.’   

‘Oh, I must correct you, Mr. Smith.  Nuns are not “spinsters”; they are married to God.’    

‘Wonderful,’ replies Mr. Smith. ‘In that case, please send the bill to my brother-in-law.’
There are several movements happening during the time-period of the life of Jesus.  Some are familiar to us (though we might not think of them as movements).  The Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Herodians, and the Essenes are four such movements.  Each have their own unique qualities and characteristics. 
It is widely accepted that Jesus (like John the Baptist) is part of the Essene movement.  As a follower of this movement, Jesus is attracted to the approach used by the Baptist.  As a disciple of the Baptist, Jesus accepts the baptism offered by John.  The Gospels indicate that Jesus’ surrendering to the baptism offered by John makes him vulnerable to an experience of the divine that leads him beyond the movement of the Essenes.  He outgrows them and moves in a new direction.  It is however, his surrendering to the movement of the Essenes, that makes him initially available to the divine; and the act of surrendering that makes him pliable to the Spirit directing him in ways that he did not expect. 
The Spirit continually pushes us.  Resistance is our human response, as is evidenced in the temptations that Jesus painfully endures.  John the Baptist also demonstrates resistance when he questions Jesus who is freely sharing with everyone equally.  We don’t know if John ever finds a way through his hierarchical mentality to experience equality.  We continue to struggle with the message that Jesus proclaims that God relates with us (and all of creation) as equals.  Equality is the only way we can share the mutual love that God desires to share with us.
The rite of baptism reminds us that we must experience a transformation in our lives (symbolized by water entombing us, and our rising again) for us to truly know our equality with God with which God gifts us.  (Symbolized in chrism anointing us.  Christ and us are one.)  Mutual receiving and giving follow naturally.
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