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The Gospel writer, Luke, puts into the mouth of Mary, in today’s Gospel story, words that are completely subversive of both the Roman government and the emphasis in her Jewish religion on status quo living.  God does not leave things as they are.  God lifts the lowly and throws down the mighty; gives good things to the lowly and sends those who hoard power away empty.
Humility and honesty are the two characteristics that every spirituality requires.  Unfortunately, for us, humility and honesty are as slippery as eels.  In many ways, humility and honesty have to find us, and the manner in which they find us can make us feel uncomfortable.  If we are open to feeling the discomfort, then humility and honesty, have a chance to take root and grow.
We see this reflected in the crucifixion scenes as depicted by the Gospels.  Jesus does not project his pain and suffering onto others.  He holds it within himself.  He does not seek to justify himself.  He remains quiet.  He complains to God to engage God as an agent in his life.  His actions stand in contrast to those who jeer, blame and accuse others.

Culture and religion insist that Mary writhe, wail and carryon, but the Gospels depict Mary standing at the cross.  That she is standing develops Luke’s insistence that she carries and reflects on everything in her heart.  She holds pain and suffering within her-self rather than projecting it upon others.
Jesus, in the Gospels, instructs us that the union between human and divine is in our holding pain and suffering.  When we project pain and suffering, we miss interacting with God.  We miss the opportunity to complain and engage God in the relationship that God makes with us.
In his depiction of the interaction between Mary and the divine announcing the conception of Jesus, Luke does not have Mary ask ‘if’ but she does ask ‘how’.  She receives an answer to her ‘how’ – Luke says - that she does not/cannot comprehend but the interaction (between herself and the divine) is enough, and opens her to whatever the divine intends.  This interaction begins, Luke reveals, Mary’s practice of carrying and reflecting upon life in her heart instead of project her pain and suffering upon others.
Jesus and Mary reveal that as humans, God creates us to interact with the divine, which empowers us to hold our pain and suffering rather than projecting it onto others.  Our experience that God personally interacts with us assures us that we are not alone.
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