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A very cranky old woman is arrested for shoplifting at a grocery store.  She gives everyone a hard time, from the store manager to the security guard to the arresting officer who takes her away.  She complains and criticizes everything and everyone throughout the process.

When she appears before the judge, the judge asks her what she had stolen from the store.  The lady defiantly replies, ‘Just a stupid can of peaches.’
The judge then asks why she had done it.  She replies, ‘I was hungry and forgot to bring any cash to the store.’
The judge asks how many peaches were in the can.  She replies in a nasty tone, ‘Nine! But why do you care about that?’
The judge answers patiently, ‘Well, ma'am, because I'm going to give you one day in jail for each peach.’
As the judge is about to drop his gavel, the lady's long-suffering husband, Bob, raises his hand and asks if he might speak.  The judge says, ‘Yes sir, what do you have to add?’
The husband meekly says, ‘Your Honor, she also stole a can of peas.’
Apparently, Bob has reached his limit and feels the need for an extended rest without his wife.  Limitations are something that we all share.  Maybe this is one reason that the Book of Revelation holds a fascination for many of us.  There is no mercy in this final book of the Bible.  Clearly, we need the mark of God placed on our forehead or we are damned.

Many of the stories about canonical saints and the narrative of the Book of Revelation share similarities.  They present the saints as those who conquer and vanquish evil spirits and enemies of the church.  They demonstrate heroic powers and do not cry out in pain when they are tortured.  They are misunderstood and derided by people who are blinded by their misguided and evil beliefs and therefore fail to see the holiness of the saints.  Then the saints are vindicated by being recognized as those who have earned Heaven and the praise of God… just like in our daydreams.
Our opening story, in this scenario, would end much differently.  The woman would be vindicated by someone with greater authority than the judge.  The store manager, the security guard, the arresting police officer, the judge, and especially her husband would all have been proven to be guilty and punished.

Daydreaming is a human tendency with which we live most often unaware.  It is a tendency that results from our thinking that God is separate from us, and that somehow WE have to bridge the gap between God and us by doing something heroic.  It is a tendency that leads us to fear rather than love… which ‘casts out all fear.’
Our second reading from the First Letter of John and our Gospel from Matthew, however, offer us a much different perspective.  Each says that we have nothing to fear.  All that is needed is a willingness on our part to practice living the truth that God identifies with us.  Nothing and no one can prevent this truth.  Living in this truth, we have no need to protect or defend our beliefs or religion…as Jesus had no need to protect or defend his beliefs or religion.  If anything, he challenged both by the life that he lives.

The saints that we celebrate today then (canonical and non-canonical) are all who willingly (consciously or unconsciously) struggle with the human tendency to be self-reliant, self-directed, and self-actuating, and the divine willingness to live in the identity and love that God shares with us.
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