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Saint Paul – in his letters – calls all who live in community, saints.  Community unites that which appears to be separate (the meaning of the word sanctity or holiness is, set apart).  It is when we divide or eliminate community, that saints are also fully separate from us.  Hierarchy, purity codes, worthiness, and the emphasis on virginity follows.  Anything physical is deemed wicked and evil… especially sexuality.

Today we celebrate the community of saints.  The community of saints includes every person and all of creation.  It is the celebration of God pouring forth love indiscriminately.  The need for canonical saints (acknowledged individuals) develops as God’s union with us and our living and worshipping in community, diminishes.  The more we believe that God is separate from us and creation, the more we feel the need for intermediaries.

When Christ is crowned king (13th century), all access to God is eliminated.  (Much like all access to royalty is impossible.)  It is thought, that an agent must be employed who will speak on our behalf.  This is completely foreign to Jesus and Paul.  Both experience and accept that God dwells with us, within us.  Community is the outward expression of this reality.

‘The reason we do not recognize ourselves,’ the author of our second reading writes, ‘is that we do not recognize the Son.’  When we perceive the physical and human as evil, we can’t recognize God.  We also are blind to evil when we focus on individual sins and personal salvation.  We get trapped in sad events and negativity that saturate newspapers, talk-shows, and various other forms of media.  We grow anxious and fearful, and are more readily accepting of the need for tyranny, violence and the building of walls.

We say, ‘God is in charge.’  But we really mean that we want control.  When something doesn’t go our way, however, we want to know why God (who we say, is in charge) allows this or that to happen.  We try to soothe ourselves or others that it is God’s will.  We tell ourselves that this is all in God’s plan.


Initially, these or other thoughts and platitudes are natural, but we are not meant to stay in them.  They are only the beginning of our search.  Ultimately, what we are looking to find is the good that God creates in the concrete physical world.  It is here (in the physical world) that we will come to recognize God.  It is here (in the physical world) that we will come to recognize ourselves as created in God’s image and likeness.  It is here (in the physical world) that community happens.

Someone once said that if we don’t experience God relating lovingly with us now (in the physical world), then it is a good bet that we won’t know how to receive God’s love after we die.  If we resist God teaching us how to see the good that God creates in each and every occurrence in our physical lives, in the physical lives of others, and in the physical world, then it will be difficult, at best, for us to see the good God is creating after our death.


The Feast of All Saints is a reminder of what God can and does do in and through the physical.  Popular opinion often places holiness outside of the physical and human.  Many people have the mistaken notion that being a saint isn’t possible for them.  Many think that saints are people who are uniquely chosen by God.  This is simply not true.  We celebrate this feast to help us remember people who are a part of our lives.  People who have their faults, yet, from time to time, manage, seemingly despite themselves, to relate with love.  It is in their relating lovingly that we recognize the truth of whom these people and we are.


The Feast of All Saints tells us that we recognize God in the physical world (humans included).  It does not tell us to ignore the evil that is happening.  Instead, it encourages us to allow God to transform what we experience as being negative, painful, immoral, and evil, into something beautiful… beginning with ourselves.  This is the power of God: to transform instead of condemning.
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