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FROM BISHOP RICHARD G. HENNING

THY KINGDOM 
COME, THY WILL 
BE DONE
Is it possible to speak like a Christian 
but live like an atheist? In the demands 
and distractions of daily life, is it 
possible to live much of our day with 
little thought for God?

We may start or end our day with 
prayer, we might give thanks at meals 
and assert that we believe in God, but 
still, it can be easy to live life as if we 
are in charge. Too often our thoughts of 
God arise only when we are in need or 
distress.

The Gospel demands more. At the 
outset of His ministry, Jesus announces 
that the Reign of God has drawn 
near. More than once he counsels 
His disciples on the urgency of their 
decision to entrust themselves to 
God’s will. His ministry provokes the 
need for a response. The response 
demanded is of total surrender, trust 
and transformation. For this reason, the 
Lord accompanied the announcement 
of the Kingdom with the summons to 
repentance. He literally calls us to “turn 
around,” to change our stance and our 
perspective.

During this season of grace that is Lent, 
the Lord Jesus speaks to our hearts, 
calling us to focus on the Reign of God. 
He longs for us to put aside distractions 
and see Him in our hearts, in our lives 
and in those around us. He teaches us 
to pray “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done,” reminding us to place God at 
the center.

For this focusing purpose, the season 
offers us prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
And just as that first proclamation of 
the Kingdom was accompanied by the 
summons to repentance, so this season 
is a time to seek the grace of a good 
confession.

For some of us, the sacrament is a 
regular habit. For many of us, it is a 
source of anxiety. Indeed, it can be 
difficult to acknowledge the darkness 
in our hearts and even more difficult to 
say this aloud to another human being. 
We might be tempted to imagine that a 
loving God needs no more than for us to 
express contrition in the silence of our 
own thoughts. While it is true that God 
can forgive without the sacrament, it is 
also true that the Gospel demands that 
we are honest about our need for that 
forgiveness. From the earliest days of 
the Church, confession, absolution and 
penance became the way of living that 
call to return to the Lord.

As Holy Week draws near, I hope that 
all of us will seek the blessing of a good 
confession. Do not worry if it has been 
a long time or if you are nervous. The 
priest will help you through the rite. 
For your part, examine your conscience 
and be honest with yourself and God 
about your failures and your need for 
mercy: “a humbled, contrite heart, O 
God, you will not spurn!”

It is never too late to return to the 
Lord. There is no sin greater than His 
love! Give the Lord your trust and your 
contrition, then hear that miracle of 
God’s loving mercy as the priest prays 
the words of absolution:

“God, the Father of mercies, 
through the Death and 

Resurrection of his Son has 
reconciled the world to himself 
and poured out the Holy Spirit 

for the forgiveness of sins; 
through the ministry of the 
Church may God grant you 

pardon and peace.”

MOST REVEREND RICHARD 
G. HENNING, S.T.D.
Bishop of Providence
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Farewell Mass for Bishop-Elect James Ruggieri
A Bi-lingual Votive Mass of SS. Peter and Paul, Patrons of the Diocese of  
Providence, in thanksgiving to Almighty God and promise of prayer for  
Bishop-elect James T. Ruggieri

Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul 
30 Fenner Street, Providence

Most Rev. Richard G. Henning, S.T.D., Celebrant and Homilist

THURSDAY, APRIL 11 
6:30 p.m.

BE IN THE KNOW IN 2024

Follow the Diocese of Providence on your 
favorite social media platforms. Find the 
links at the QR code or URL below.


