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When we live – primarily – externally, it is almost impossible for us to know if our actions are good (originating in God) or evil (originating in our ego or separate from God).  One of the ways that others know, and it can be a way by which we can also know, the origin of our actions is by listening to the words that we speak and how they correspond to the way that we live.

Initially, we can be fooled by words. Primarily, because the words can appeal to our own thoughts.  This is also true for ourselves.  The grace (and security) that comes from knowing that we are loved can – at some point – free us to see the origins of what we say and do.  Then, it begins to dawn on us that no one gets everything right.  Sometimes the goodness of God flows through us.  Sometimes something less than the goodness of God is operating.  And most often, it is a mixture.
When we live as though it is all or nothing, we place limits on everything and everyone… including God.  We become one issue people.  We vote for a person, for example, based on one issue, usually because the person agrees with our opinion on a particular topic.  We are blind to the fact that the actions of the person – in the wider picture - don’t agree with their words; or that good is happening in other areas.  We demand that there is only one way to be saved.  We criticize and demean any who do not share our point-of-view and sometimes judge people as sinners and therefore unworthy to receive Communion.
 Jesus doesn’t shame or condemn anyone.  He doesn’t make demands.  He, instead, looks to help us arrive at a place that our blindness is revealed to us; or our arrogance is unearthed for us; or our inability to relate as equals and peers are uncovered for us; or our tendency to project onto others our own faults and failings becomes evident to us; or our narrowness begins to feel confining to us.
Jesus offers us, in a word, healing and reconciliation.  Generally this comes in the form of one other person imperfectly loving us without question.  One other person imperfectly reflecting to us through their eyes the beauty that exists within us.  One other person who imperfectly knows somehow our inner hurt and pain, and suffers with us.
This is the meaning of the cross.  God incarnate – Jesus – sharing with us our hurt and pain; sharing with us in our suffering.  When we misrepresent the cross as a sacrifice to God to appease God’s anger (atonement theology), we miss the mark.  Scripturally, missing the mark is the definition of sin.  It is seeing ourselves as an independent individual who is saved because a single business transaction (the death on the cross) has taken place, instead of as someone who is in need of healing and transformation.
PAGE  
2

