8th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


02/27/2022

There is a story about a self-assured young man who sets off on a journey.  After traveling for a day, he meets an older man who lives in the forest.  The older man invites the young man to stay with him.  During his visit, the older man tells the young man that he prays to God every night by placing a plate of food in the forest.  The older man tells the young man that he knows that God visits with him because each morning the plate is empty.


The young man scoffs and assures the older man that he is wrong.  It is not God, who visits with him and eats the food.  It is a fox.

Perplexed and conflicted, the older man decides to test the young man’s theory.  He sets out his plate of food and hides in the bushes to watch.  As the young man predicted, a fox eats the food.  Dejectedly, the older man returns to his home and confesses to the young man that he has been foolish.  He assures the young man that he will no longer set out the plate of food.


Convinced and satisfied that he has done some good the young man continues his journey.  After traveling another day, he beds down in the forest to sleep.  In the middle of the night, God cries out to the young man, ‘What have you done to my friends, the old man and the fox?’

‘Done?’ queries the young man defensively.  ‘I have done nothing except share truth.’

‘Truth!’ God cries out.  ‘How has your truth helped?  I now have an old man who no longer prays and a fox who starves!’
We cannot love God and hate or ignore people or creation.  Yet…we think that we can!  This is especially true if we think that we have the truth.  Whenever we separate God (who we say is spiritual and lives in heaven) from our daily lives, (whom we say is material and is bound to the earth), we do not live in love.  We strive, instead, to dominate and have power over!
The spiritual (divine), Jesus says and lives out, and the material (creation) are inseparable!  He uses example after example showing us that we find God in the material.  Equality and mutuality come forth from the spiritual and the material joined inseparably.  Domination and inequality come forth from the spiritual and the material being separate.

At one point in my life, an individual whom I had trusted dismissed me.  No big deal, right?  Wrong.  For years, I struggled to get beyond the hurt.  I could not release it.  The hurt would sneak up on me and I found myself wanting to see this person fail, and when they did not I became resentful.  Gradually, as I recognized and accepted God dwelling in me and flowing through me, I also recognized God dwelling in this person.  The felt need for revenge subsided.  As I accepted equality with others, I also accepted equality with this other person.  We were neither above nor below each other.  I stopped seeking ways to hurt this other person, and accepted the frailty and the strength with which we all live in Christ.  The separation healed, and I resisted the flow of God less.
I was free of the log in my eye (a little bit more) and no longer felt a need to use truth as a club or a means of revenge.
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