8th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

 02.26.17


When I was playing baseball, I played differently when I trusted my teammates.  I was freer to do what I did best.  The story, however, was different when I didn’t trust my teammates.  Then, I felt that I had to do more than I could do.  The lesson wasn’t easily learned… especially when I was successful despite my teammates’ errors.

It was even worse when I made an error.  Then, trust in myself was undermined and I felt as though I was not trustworthy.

Trust is integral to who we are!  Therefore, when trust is damaged or called into question (because of, for example, abuse or neglect), or lost beneath many successes, concerns and fears, we are less than God creates us to be.  We tend to try to be and do more than we are or can do… we try to be God.

The Jews are most likely in exile when Isaiah proclaims: ‘Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you!’  The prophet’s words contradict what most of the exiles are feeling on two fronts.  The first front is inclusive of all who have acclimated to their new environment.  They are successful and their trust in God is lost in multiple layers of achievements.  Most likely they are so filled with their own creations that trust is forgotten.  They can do everything themselves.
The second front addresses those who successfully live their lives doing religious acts, prayers, sacrifices and good deeds.  Once again, they most likely are too rich to need trust.  They serve mammon – a god of success – and therefore are prevented from serving trust.
Paul – our second reading from Corinthians – is unconcerned with being judged by others because trust has taken hold of him.  He knows that ‘[God] will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will manifest the motives of our hearts, and then everyone will receive praise from God.’  Does the trust within us free us to accept that ‘everyone will receive praise from God?’
Finally, Jesus tells us that trust is our true guide. ‘You cannot serve God and mammon.’  When we are guided by trust we tend to worry less about our lives because trust happens to us and we are freer to permit God to love and sustain us.
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