7th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


02/24/2019
     Once upon a time there were two shopkeepers who were bitter rivals.  Their stores were across the street from each other, and they would spend each day sitting in the doorway, keeping an eye on each other's business.  If a customer entered into one shopkeeper’s store, he would smile in triumph at his rival.

     One night, one of the shopkeepers had a dream in which he hears, ‘God will give you anything you ask for, but whatever you receive, your adversary whose shop is across the street will get twice as much.’
     ‘Would you like to be wealthy?  You can be very wealthy, but he will be twice as rich.  Do you want to lead a long and healthy life?  You can, but his life will be longer and healthier.  You can be famous, have children you will be proud of, whatever you desire.  But whatever is granted to you, he will be granted twice as much.’
     The man frowns in his dream, thinks for a moment, and says, ‘Alright,’ his says, ‘my request is this: strike me blind in one eye.’
     It seems easier for us to motivate ourselves when we have people whom we are against – for us to have enemies.  This approach has been used throughout history.  We think – because it works – that we need the friction caused by anger, hate, fear, or discrimination to light the fire to drive and unite us in a common cause.  If we are not in a rivalry or afraid of someone or against something, then life seems meaningless or boring.

     Jesus tells us the way of God is different.  Instead of highlighting differences and things that we fear, God sees similarities: God sees the dignity with which God creates us.  The example that Jesus invites us to follow is to refrain from judging and condemning… others and ourselves.

Judging and condemning incites fear.  Some political and religious leaders astutely use fear to encourage us to rally around an agenda of us versus them.  It then becomes necessary for us to be right and to insist that any who disagree with us to be wrong.  When influenced in this way, we become closed, and must become self-sufficient and spiteful.  So much so that we are driven to become blind in one eye if it means that our enemies become completely blind!

Jesus invites us to practice a different way of life.  It is a way of life in which knowing that we are loved replaces fear, and being drawn into an open way of life replaces being closed and guarded.  It is a way of life in which paradox – two seemingly opposite realities combining rather than canceling each other out – is accept.  When we accept the invitation of Jesus, we gradually come to accept that we – like Jesus – are both human and divine… by God’s design.


Once we experience and practice living this reality, the dignity that we recognize in ourselves is also seen in other people.  Our way of relating with other people (morality), as a result, become moments of healing rather than moments of fear, anger, and rivalry.  We are flabbergasted when we discover that we love our enemies.
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