7th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


02/23/2020
Once upon a time a prince is born physically deformed. He is known as the ‘hunchback prince’.  His physical posture troubles him, because he knows a prince should stand tall and straight.  One day he commissions a sculptor to make a statue of him, not as he is but as he wants to be.  When the statue is completed, the prince has it placed in his private garden.  Every day thereafter, he would stand before his statue and try to pull back his shoulders and stand tall.  After some years, his physique matched the statue!
Jesus simplifies the 600+ commandments that are being promoted by the religious leaders of his day to two commandments: love God and love neighbor…and everyone and all of creation is neighbor.  He accepts – by reducing the number of commandments to two – the complexity of the human person.  His perspective is the opposite of the Jewish Religion (and Catholic Religion) which says that the human person is simple and therefore needs a complexity of laws and rules.  This point of view, in some ways, is like the prince who is physically deformed.
Jesus encourages us to experience our limitations and failures – our point-of-view – so that we can more readily rely upon God’s help.  (That is, the way that God creates us.)  A key ingredient to our accepting God’s help is verbally acknowledging to another – who is trusted – our temptations and failings.  Unfortunately, we have come to believe that verbally acknowledging to another our temptations and failings is so we can get rid of them.  When we verbally acknowledge to a trusted friend however, our temptations and failings, it isn’t to get rid of them.  Rather, it is our asking the questions: ‘Why am I tempted?  Why do I continue to do what I don’t want to do?’  When we attempt only to get rid of our failings, we are prevented from seeing the roots of our failings and therefore the bigger picture of corporate or institutional evil.

Getting rid of our failings is encouraged by both our individual egos and the corporate or institutional egos.  It helps real evil hide by causing blindness in us.  Multiple laws or commandments work as a screen or distraction so that we can’t see evil on a corporate or institutional level.  Step 5 of Twelve Step spirituality is: Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs.  This is not an easy thing to do and is so necessary for us to recognize what is true about ourselves and what is false.
We are encouraged to respond – by our admission – to see ourselves as God sees us, and to exercise so that God’s image of us and our image of ourselves become similar.  We exercise by living in God’s love and desiring to be open to God’s love flowing through us to others.
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