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There are people who somehow see beyond what is visible.  People who somehow evolve and invent things.  People who hear an unwritten melody, see an unpainted picture, or an unchiseled figure.  Our ancient ancestors, for example, who intuited a better way to make tools; who suspected that the earth upon which we live was round rather than flat; who imagined that sound would travel over wires and then would carry long distances without wires.  Stephen (in our reading from the Acts of the Apostles) is such a visionary.  He sees beyond what is visible.  
Sometimes hearing about what is beyond what is evident to us, can be frightening to us, and those who do the seeing can become the target of our fear. I can still recall my maternal grandmother saying about airplanes: ‘If we were meant to fly, God would have created us with wings!’  Or the cleric who accused Saint Joan of Arc of using her imagination to have visions.  Her response being: ‘Of course I use my imagination.  How else would God speak to me?’  Our Gospel reading from John points to a way that we can be less afraid and more receptive to the beyond.

Speaking from the perspective of the Christ (the Divine spirit) the Gospel invites us into the eternal flow that is the Godhead (the Divine Dance of the Trinity).  Finding ourselves caught in the flow (giving and receiving), we also discover that our receptivity is much more life-giving than our resistance.  (We step on the toes of our partner less frequently when we are receptive to moving with the flow.)

There are many of us however, who are afraid to dance or refuse to dance.  We say that we have two left feet; or that dancing is created by the devil to tempt us; or it would be unseemly.  I suspect that in most instances, we believe what we are saying.  Our minds have great power over us and determine what is real for us and what is not real.  When for example, we are operating with the use of masculine energy only, our ability to be receptive is almost completely nonexistent.  Our tendency is to go to war, ridicule, boast, and protect that which will best allow us to remain in charge.  The symbol of out-of-control masculine energy is a pyramid of hierarchical order.
There are also dangers when we operate using feminine energy only.  Receptivity vanishes here too.  The symbol of out-of-control feminine energy is a shrew who manipulates everything and everyone. 

A balance is needed that can be symbolized as a dance.  A relationship gradually evolves, and with it, trust, until the partners move as one.  Then the sum total becomes more than the individual parts, allowing our eyes to open to see that which is beyond our sight.
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