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When we live in Christ (the image used by Saint Paul), we experience that acceptance is forgiveness.  Our acceptance of another (as God accepts us) is also in fact our forgiving the other for their human faults, which is our remaining open to what and who the other is.  Once forgiveness occurs the other continues to be the person that they are (we can’t change another person), but for us who have forgiven/have remained open the relationship changes because we change.  Our openness allows greater mutuality and equality.

There is an episode in the sitcom, M*A*S*H, in which Radar (O’Reilly) is encouraged by Hawkeye, someone that Radar admires, to take some time off.  While on his way, Radar is wounded.

During his recovery the relationship between Radar and Hawkeye is estranged.  Radar is crushed by the experience, but gradually, Radar accepts Hawkeye for who he is rather than who Radar wants him to be, and forgiveness/openness happens.  Radar and the way that he relates with Hawkeye change, and the estranged friendship heals.  Previously, he saw Hawkeye as more important than himself.  Now, he relates with Hawkeye more as an equal and peer.

When we accept another, we naturally forgive the other, and we are changed.  Acceptance of another, however, isn’t something that we can do on our own.  It begins, as our second reading from the First Letter of John reminds us, by our first knowing that we are accepted by God.  And this acceptance of us by God isn’t because we are good or something that we have earned.  Rather, as Saint Paul tells us in Romans, God accepts us when we are undeserving of acceptance.

Our knowing that we are undeservedly accepted and loved by God leads to an openness, acceptance, and forgiveness of others.

When I was in my first year of college, I was enamored with an older student.  He was everything – I thought – that I wasn’t.  I felt honored that he accepted me into his circle of friends.  Then, one day he dismissed me.  I, like Radar, was crushed.

I carried that moment with me for several years.  Each time I tried to forgive, I discovered that I couldn’t.  Finally, I discovered to my surprise that I was accepting him again.  When I reflected upon why I was able to accept him again, I realized that something had changed in me.  I no longer needed his approval as someone superior to me.  Somehow I knew that God (and others) accepted me as I am, and I was freer to accept and forgive/remain open.
Our Gospel reading from John tells us that we live in the relationship that exists between God and Jesus.  We are accepted and loved as we are.  God’s vulnerability becomes our vulnerability, and we unexpectedly find ourselves accepting and forgiving/remaining open with others.
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