6th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)


02/17/2019
Intellectually we can justify not living the way of life that Jesus is promoting in today’s Gospel from Luke.  The Beatitudes (as we call them) are a composite of the teachings and way of life that Jesus lives.  They capture for us a transformed way of living based on the praxis (practice) that Jesus invites us to follow.  (Jesus never tells us to worship or adore him; rather he invites us to practice living the life that he is living.)  Its starting point is experiencing God dwelling within us.

This experience leads us to know (with our whole person) that success, riches, fame, and everything else that our egos, society, culture, and religion tell us are important, don’t transform us or satisfy us.  They are addictions that require more and more and more without lasting satisfaction.  When we experience God dwelling within us repeatedly and we practice living our experience by being of service to others, our openness grows, making us more and more like the One who created us.  Our thirst – ironically – is also our satisfaction.
This is not true when we focus on dogmas and laws.  It is not true when we are loyal and obedient to a controlling totalitarian religion which dictates what the truth is in a narrow and rigid way.  Jesus breaks with the point-of-view of his religion (Judaism) and remains a faithful Jew.  He doesn’t found a new religion, but he does points out the addictions that his religion and religious leaders declare as God-given rules that – if not kept – would result in condemnation.  He resists viewing himself as an isolated individual who has to focus on the salvation of his soul.  He reintroduces healing; not at the last moment of life (extreme unction), but whenever healing is needed.  This is his experience of God and his trusts his experience.
Unless the beatitudes are causing us to feel somewhat uncomfortable and – at the same time - comforted, we aren’t really hearing them.  They completely turn everything that we learn to be important up-side-down.  They say – like our first reading from the prophet, Jeremiah – it is easy for us to think that we are planted in a well-watered area, when, in reality, we are planted in a wasteland or lava field, and offer us a way in which our location can change.
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