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We can get stuck.  We can think that we ‘get it’ only to discover that we prefer the orderliness and clarity of boundaries to the messiness and lack of clarity of Divine love.  When we are caught up – moved – by the Spirit, many barriers and boundaries are removed.  All are welcomed.  All are accepted.  All are reconciled with knowing that we all fail and we all are loved.  There is never a separation of these two realities.  The two co-exist.

Then, the initial empowerment by the Spirit is replaced by the human need for order, clarity, and to protect what is humanly established, and boundaries return.  It is this that we see in today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Paul, unlike some of the disciples of Jesus, somehow stays in ‘I get it’.  He is a mystic: one who lives more frequently in the inclusive viewpoint of the Divine than in the boundary-bound human (only) viewpoint.  He never stops being influenced by human boundaries, and he lives in the inclusive love of the Divine.

Any number of events can ‘knock us off-center’ (the limited way that we see things) and cause us to be more susceptible to be embraced by love.  The feelings usually fade with time.  We might question that the embrace took place.  We might return to a more exclusive way of life.  But the inclusive nature of God never completely goes away.

When we don’t experience God’s loving embrace; when all we know is our successes, we tend to rely exclusively on our own resources.  (Why wouldn’t we?)  Then, protection of what we have created leads to behavior that excludes, compares, competes, judges, and condemns.  Fear is our guide rather than love.

God however, will not, cannot be outdone by us, and despite our best efforts, our resources do eventually fail us, have to fail us because we are finite and limited.  We might fight and deny, but our limited resources are fragile and break.  We might try to cheat, but our limited resources do eventually run dry.  We might ignore that we can’t fix things that happen, that we can’t stop aging, that we can’t keep everything as it was, that we can’t create happiness, and eventually our limited resources are depleted.  When they are depleted, God – who always dwells within us – is available to us.
Unfortunately, while insisting that we rely only upon our own resources, we readily accept that God is angry and judgmental, and is waiting for us to make a mistake.  This concept of God is actually often encouraged by our religion and readily accepted by us who are much more comfortable with being subservient rather than being free and an equal.
Speaking from the Divine perspective, Christ in today’s Gospel from John, states clearly that the Divine Spirit empowers us to live in our large-self which gives our small-self permission to face the scary side of freedom and equality.  The Spirit helps us to hesitantly open the door of our hearts a crack and – often slowly – we begin to notice Christ dwelling within us and then in others too.
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