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It begins slowly.  The Gospel message, which is contained in Jerusalem and with Jews only, now spreads to Gentiles.  The causes for this happening are many, but the writer of the Acts of the Apostles repeatedly interjects that it is by the actions of the Holy Spirit that the Gospel spreads. 

     The history of our relationship with God as is one of God stretching our view of God, ourselves, others and the world around us.  It is not coincidental that Jesus uses the image of a wine skin.  To be effective, the skin needs to be pliable.  It needs to be flexible so it can expand as the wine expands.  This process is slow - painfully so.  Yet, God continues to wait patiently as we fitfully evolve. 

     The Acts of the Apostles shows us that - most often – we develop only at the urgings of the Holy Spirit – that is God acting without our permission.  Peter, in our first reading today, is pushed into accepting the Gentiles, with whom he has been conversing, as loved and accepted by God when the Spirit descends on the Gentiles as the Spirit had descended upon the first disciples of Jesus.  Peter would not have accepted them as beloved of God if the Spirit had not acted. 

     Our Gospel reading from John records Jesus telling his disciples that they are no longer slaves.  They are now friends.  As friends, they are to act as Jesus acts, who acts as God acts, whose action is mutual, and expands and embraces everyone and all of creation.  This the characteristic of true friendship.  It is never exclusive and is ever expanding.
     We do not cause this evolutionary process.  We are incapable of causing it to happen.  We can however, resist it, as Peter and the other disciples resist it.  One of the greatest obstacle to our acceptance of God’s indiscriminate love is religion viewed statically through dogmas, rituals, and devotions.  Such a point of view keeps us narrow and rigid.  It tells us that we have to protect our religion against those who would destroy it with their new ideas, with their different worldview, with their way of acting toward God, the sacraments and the church, which we label abusive, heretical or sinful.  Protectors of religion urge us not to expand less we accept someone who does not think like us.  Our sense of security resists any sense of mystery or wonder not sanctioned by religious authorities.  This describes slavery, not friendship.  There is no mutuality.
     Our Gospel reading from John reminds us, however, that we are friends of Jesus.  As friends, Jesus urges us to turn away from the narrow, rigid view that gives us a false sense of security by accepting mutuality.  John urges us to accept conversion and transformation to the view that Jesus has of God.  It is a view that is mutual, which keeps expanding and excludes no one and nothing.

This conversion and transformation process is both full of joy and pain.  It strips us of our biases and prejudices.  It encourages us to continue to expand when we feel at any moment we will burst.  It brings us to the place where all we can do is either trust in God or despair.  Here, in this place, we experience and become the living presence of God.
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