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Initially the followers of Jesus think and feel that the way in which God will demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ (and prove that they have chosen the correct way of life) is by the conversion of the Samaritans.  The Samaritans are labeled apostates by the Jews because of the civil war that took place between the Northern Kingdom of Israel (whose capital city is Samaria) and the Southern Kingdom of Israel (whose capital city is Jerusalem).  The followers of Jesus see him as the means by which the Samaritans can be transformed… something that could not be brought by the Jewish Religion.

They also experience Jesus as an advocate. That is, as someone who is called to aid us!  This experience, they begin to acknowledge, frees them to trust not in their own goodness, which is at best faulty.  Rather, they begin to trust in God’s goodness which is shared with them.  Jesus then models for them (and us) a trust that we don’t have to be good; rather, God shares goodness with us.  Truth, as a result, is never far away.
Truth, then, isn’t an intellectual exercise that it often becomes.  Rather, truth is a way of life (a person) that empowers us to be conduits through which God’s love flows.  We are transformed into advocates for others.

We can struggle to accept truth as a way of life shared with us because we generally require that we earn respect by making ourselves good and/or by having the trappings of holiness.  That is: we are mistake or error free.  We guard against anything that might taint us.  Then, hopefully, life – at some point – intervenes and we can’t ignore that we have made a mistake or an error.  Such an occasion is an opportunity for us to judge and condemn ourselves and to experience an advocate.  It is transformative.


An advocate can be frightening and very attractive.  Yet, no matter how good we think we are, we all need an advocate because eventually we all come to acknowledge our shortcomings.  When we do, an opportunity exists for an advocate – one who encourages and supports us instead of condemning us – to enter our lives.  When the Gospel writer speaks of an advocate being given to us, the writer is reflecting a growing awareness of the way in which God relates with us.  God does not judge or condemn us.  God empowers us.  God is called to give us aid.
The Spirit, then, is the power that we find, or rather, that finds us, when we experience God as Jesus experiences God.  It is this personal experience that has the power to transform our lives; that enables us to first see and then embrace our mistakes and shortcomings not as enemies but as occasions for us to experience God as our advocate; and empowers us to relax – sometimes – knowing that we have an advocate: one who is called to give us aid.
Though ultimately God is our advocate, we also need to experience one other person who is called to give us aid.  It doesn’t have to be anything extraordinary.  An occasion when I experienced another person called to give me aid was my junior year in high school.  A teacher rather than judging me or berating me for a poor test result, quietly encouraged me.  It was a transforming experience.
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