5th Sunday Ordinary Time (C)
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We are imbued with the idea that our feeling worthy and our being worthy are important.  Generally speaking, we are divided into those who feel worthy and those who feel unworthy.  Neither position is helpful.  We hear in both our reading from Isaiah and our Gospel story from Luke, a similar scene.

The prophet Isaiah bemoans his unworthiness (impurity).  We can almost hear the exasperation in the response that he receives from God: ‘Okay. So what will it take for you not to feel unworthy?  Oh, I know.  Open your mouth and I will burn your tongue.  Then maybe you can shake this need to feel worthy, and I can get you to do something useful.’  (Paraphrased and sarcasm added.)
Jesus is a little more patient with Peter, but it is a similar response.  ‘Stop making this about your being worthy/this being about you.  I have job for you to do.’
Being a disciple and being of service always are God’s response because to be a disciple and to be of service we must leave behind any concern about worthiness.  The solution that Jesus offers is to practice the way of life to which he invites us.  The difficulty that we face is: practicing involves our whole way of life, rather than a nod with our minds.
Dogmas and doctrines are important, and they can keep us in our minds only.  So, we can think that we are living the life to which Jesus the Christ calls us to live, when in fact, we intellectually worship or adore and then live as though we are separate entities.  When we practice being disciples of Jesus the Christ, we stop thinking of ourselves as separate entities and start living community.

The difference is significant.  We stop being concerned about individual salvation of our souls (our being worthy or unworthy), and start to be concerned about each other here and now.  We know our connection with every other person.  It is this difference that jumps out when people meet Jesus.  He lives in union/community with them.  Some – a limited few really - are attracted to his way of life.  Many more are threatened by it and react violently, or can’t mentally understand it, so they dismiss it.
Mother Theresa of Calcutta instructed her sisters to see divine dignity in each person that they met.  They were never, therefore, to seek to convince anyone to change their religion to Catholicism.  To do so was to say that their dignity was dependent upon a particular religion rather than God’s love for them.

Peter, and the other disciples, are living in their minds when they first meet Jesus.  That they are, is evident in our Gospel story from Luke.  They (Peter is highlighted) in the story feel afraid and unworthy.  They are reluctant to become disciples of Jesus because they will have to leave the safety of their minds, and start to practice living the connection with others that Jesus is living.  So, they want Jesus to leave them.
Jesus, instead, invites them to enter more fully the way of life that he is following.  He invites them to practice living in community.  Living in community always leads to living pastorally rather than dogmatically and legalistically.  When we sense the connection that we have with each other, and see the God-given dignity, we start to care for each other.

This is the central meaning of our Eucharistic celebration.  Unfortunately, for some, Eucharist is a legal obligation, and little or no contact with other people is desired; and participation is kept to a bare minimum.  Human interaction is understood as an affront.  ‘I am here,’ the mind says, ‘to ensure that my individual soul is not damned.’
It is little wonder that some feel and think this way.  Religion is generally taught in this way.  Cold, hard facts (like in the catechism) is all that is needed, we are instructed.  God loves and forgives us, we are taught, but God is prevented from forgiving – loving – us until we confess our individual sins to a priest.  This is the religion that Jesus encounters and ignores by calling people to follow a new way of life based on God dwelling within us always, and can never being prevented or put on hold by us or our sinfulness.  This is the religion of our own time too.  The question that begs to be asked of each of us is: Are we willing to accept Jesus the Christ’s invitation to be transformed and to practice a new way of life?
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